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BERNARDS TOWNSHIP MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The mission of the Bernards Township School District is to provide a superior 
education, which results in academic excellence, responsible behavior, good 
citizenship, and fosters social-emotional development so that ultimately each 
student will be able to: 

 
  �    Maximize his/her potential 
  �    Become a contributing member of society, and 
  �    Maintain a commitment to lifelong learning.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

2 

RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The mission of Ridge High School is to prepare each student to be a knowledgeable and reputable contributing 
member of society who functions with self-esteem, discipline, integrity, and compassion.  In support of this 
mission, the faculty and administration are committed to: 
 

· Creating an orderly and safe environment for students characterized by high expectation, respect for 
both academic and artistic excellence, personal achievement, and mutual respect. 

 
· Providing a strong academic program in all education areas. 

 
· Providing quality instruction  supported by technology in all classes. 

 
· Providing remedial assistance for students needing literacy support. 

 
· Assisting each prospective graduate to enter college, advanced training , or the work force. 

 
· Maintaining close contact with parents and community. 
 

 · Creating an environment for faculty characterized by collegiality, collaboration, inquiry, and respect 
for the knowledge base of the profession. 

 
 

RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL CODE OF ETHICS 
 

 
Be Trustworthy  Be Fair 
Practice Honesty  Ignore and discourage rumors and gossip 
Uphold and promote originality in your work  Recognize the needs of other people 
Build a good reputation  Respect property of others and of the school 
Honor all commitments  Avoid blaming 
 
Be Respectful of Yourself and Others  Be Caring 
Take care of yourself and practice a healthy lifestyle  Show compassion and demonstrate kindness 
Treat others as you wish to be treated  Practice humility and forgiveness 
Celebrate our differences  Realize that to be different is not to be inferior 
Use good manners and appropriate language  Listen to understand 
 
Be Responsible  Be a Good Citizen 
Fulfill all individual and group obligations  Cooperate with all members of the school 
Accept personal responsibility for learning  community 
Exercise self-control  Respect your environment and keep it clean 
Accept the consequences of your choices  Promote constructive changes 
  Seek to understand and follow the rules 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION  
 
DEFINITIONS OF IMPORTANT TERMS:  
 
A.  Credit Point 

The credit point is the New Jersey unit for quantitative evaluation of courses.  The credit point is determined by the time spent in 
the classroom.  One credit is equivalent to each period per week that a full-year course is scheduled to meet; for example, a 
full-year course meeting 5 periods a week earns 5 credits; a full-year course meeting 6 periods a week earns 6 credits; a 
one-semester course meeting 5 periods a week earns 2 1/2 credits. 

 
B.  College Entrance Unit 

The college entrance unit is the term normally used by colleges to express a quantitative evaluation of high school courses 
acceptable as preparation for college; one full-year course is evaluated as one unit.  Acceptable units are determined by the college 
in question and are usually given for academic college preparatory courses only:  English, World Languages, Social Studies, 
Science, and Mathematics.  Sixteen units make up the usual college minimum requirement. 

 
C.  Required Course 

A required course is one that all students at Ridge High School must successfully complete before satisfying the state and local 
requirements for graduation. 

 
D.  Elective Course 

An elective course is any course other than the defined required courses; electives are chosen to complete a student's program after 
the required subjects are selected.  A student may elect any course if he/she has met the specified prerequisites. Electives enrich 
one's background, complete the entrance requirements for specific types of schools or colleges, and offer experiences in areas of 
special talent.  Each year the choice of these courses is very important. Selection should be made only after careful consideration 
of the relation of the course or courses to one's needs, goals, capacities, interests, extracurricular activities, and out-of-school 
duties. 
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CREDIT REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION:  
 
Students must earn a minimum of 120 credits in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 in order to graduate from Ridge High School. 
 
It should be noted that all students are required to carry a minimum of 6 courses plus Physical Education each semester in order not to 
jeopardize their graduation. This minimum should not include pass/fail courses. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION:  
 
State of New Jersey Ridge High School 
 
4 credit years of English Literary Experience or English 9 Honors 

*American Studies or Honors American Studies or American Literature or Honors 
American Literature, British Literature or Advanced Placement English 11: 
Language & Composition or Post-Modern World Literature Honors or 
Contemporary Literature or Advanced Placement English 12: Literature & 
Composition. 

 
1 credit year of World Language 10 credits worth of courses listed under “World Languages” 
  
1 credit year of Social Studies and World History or World History Honors  
2 credit years of U.S. History American Studies or Honors American Studies or American History or Honors 

American History or History of U.S. Government and Economics or Advanced 
Placement Government and Economics 

 
3 credit years of Mathematics  15 credits worth of courses listed under "Mathematics" (computer courses 

excluded) 
 
 
3 credit years of Natural or Physical 18 credits worth of Science courses that meet the New Jersey Core 
Science Curriculum Content Standards.  All students must take a course in Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics to meet these requirements.   
  
1 credit year of Physical Education, Physical Education 9, 10, 11, 12 
Health and Safety for each year of Health 9, 10, 11, 12 
enrollment 
 
1 credit year of Fine and/or Performing Arts  5 credits worth of Visual Art or Music courses 
    
1 credit year of Career Education and/or  5 credits worth of any combination of Business, or  
Consumer, Family, and Life Skills, Technology Education courses   
Vocational-Technical Education  
   
1/2 credit year of Career Exploration See addendum  
 
*American Studies and Honors American Studies are 10 credit courses: 5 English credits, 5 Social Studies credits. 
 
Addendum 
 
In order to meet the career exploration graduation requirement of the State of New Jersey, each student will participate in a career 
education activity in each year of attendance at Ridge High School. Annually, guidance counselors will initiate small groups to help 
students satisfy this requirement. 
 
*End of Course Biology 
 
All students in the state of NJ who are enrolled in any level of Biology for the first time must take the End of Course biology exam. If 
students have already taken a Biology class and are taking a more advanced level, they are exempt from taking the exam. 
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ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION:  
 
1. Students must pass the Grade 11 New Jersey High School Proficiency Assessment. The HSPA will be administered annually in 

the spring of eleventh grade.  Eleventh grade students whose scores are partially proficient will qualify for mandatory remedial 
assistance in grade twelve. 

 
2.  *Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy (class of 2014) 

Beginning with the class of 2014, all students will be required to take a 2.5 credit course in financial, economic, business and          
entrepreneurial literacy prior to graduation, as per the New Jersey Department of Education (NJAC 6A:8-5.1.a.1.v.). During the 
2010-2011 school year, freshman can meet this requirement by taking Personal Finance. If Personal Finance is taken toward 
fulfillment of this new graduation requirement it may not be used to fulfill any other graduation requirements. In upcoming years, 
other courses will be considered as a means to satisfy this new requirement.  
 

3. In order to graduate, students must conform to the attendance policy adopted by the Bernards Township Board of Education.  This 
attendance policy is available in the student handbook online. 

  
Early Graduation  
 

Completion of the minimum credit requirements for graduation in less than four years is possible if planned early in one's high school 
experience. 

 
Completion of the graduation requirements in fewer than the usual number of years is a serious decision and should be made only after 
careful consideration of the student's immediate and long range goals.  A student must declare this intention prior to the end of 
sophomore year in the form of a formal, written request to the high school principal.  The student's counselor will be asked to help in 
weighing the advantages and disadvantages of the decision.  The final decision for a student’s early graduation rests with the principal after 
a close review of graduation credits. 
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Alternative Education Experiences (Senior Options) 
 

A student entering his/her senior year at Ridge High School may engage in a co-curricular or alternative education experience that takes place 
outside the school building.  These educational experiences may include one of the following: 
 

1. Dual Enrollment – A student may enroll at a college, technical or business school for a course or courses that meet during the 
normal high school day or after regular school hours on a dual enrollment arrangement.  The college or school in question will 
determine admission for such enrollment for such student. Students may earn both high school and college credit for completing 
courses taken on a dual enrollment basis.  The student must submit proof of successful completion of each course taken. 

 
2. Student exchange programs or study abroad – Student can enroll in a school or college abroad.  The student must provide 

proof of completion of a program approved by the principal. 
 

3. Internship  – A student can complete an internship with a professional person in a non-school setting. 
 

4. Community Service Learning – A student may complete a project(s) with community organizations on a part-time basis. 
 

5. Co-curricular and extracurricular activities  – students with special talents or interests in a specific area may be approved to 
attend that activity during or after regular school hours. 

 
Student participation in alternative education experiences will be determined through a formal application process to the Principal, which will 
be facilitated by the student’s guidance counselor.  In any kind of alternative education experience, the student will be responsible for all 
expenses and for providing for their own transportation.  The Principal’s approval is required for the modification of the student’s daily 
schedule at Ridge High School.  Senior Option is recorded on Ridge High School student grade transcripts but is not included in the calculation 
of the student’s GPA  Deadline is 10 days into the semester. 
 

Student Requirements for “Senior Option” Participation 
 

Students must fulfill all the graduation requirements by the end of their senior year.  Students participating in experiences 3, 4, 5 must complete 
the following requirements: 
 

a. Maintain a written journal of their experience throughout the year that will be submitted monthly to the Head Counselor.  The 
Principal may review the progress of this journal intermittently throughout the year. 

b. Submit a Senior Option Grade Report form completed by the cooperating supervisor indicating continued success in the 
internship or activity each marking period. 

c. Submit a final paper at the end of the experience. 
 

Experiences 1 and 2 have alternate requirements, as outlined on the application for Senior Option. 
 

Application Guidelines for Students 
 

1. Visit your counselor to discuss the alternative education experience of interest and to receive an application. 
2. Complete the application in detail and return it to your counselor with your signature and approval from your parent/guardian. 
3. Discuss with your counselor the impact that the educational experience will have on your schedule and note this on the 

application. 
 
Senior Option students will receive a Pass/Fail grade which will be recorded on the student’s grade transcript, but will not be calculated in 
the GPA.  Courses taken via Senior Option will be subject to the same grade reporting datelines which apply to courses taken in a 
classroom. 

 
 

Shared-Time at the Somerset County Vocational-Technical High School 
 

A student may enroll in vocational courses in the morning or afternoon at the Somerset County Vocational-Technical School and take 
required and elective courses at Ridge High School during the alternate part of the day. 

 
The student earns credits (to be determined) per year for the vocational courses. The Bernards Township Board of Education provides 
transportation back and forth to the Vocational-Technical School.  Students interested in this option must discuss it thoroughly with their 
parents and counselor early in their high school career. In this shared time arrangement, the student earns his diploma from Ridge High 
School.  Grades and credits earned for courses taken at vocational-technical school are recorded on the RHS student grade transcript and are 
included in the RHS GPA as well as in the calculation for honor roll. 
 

Full-Time at the Somerset County Vocational-Technical High School 
 

A student may enroll for a full-time schedule at the Somerset County Vocational-Technical High School.  In this alternative, the student 
must meet the graduation requirements of the Vocational-Technical High School.  The Vocational-Technical High School will then grant 
the diploma.  Bernards Township Board of Education provides transportation.  Students interested in this option must discuss it thoroughly 
with their parents and counselor early in their high school career. 

 



 

7 

Summer School 
 

The State of New Jersey mandates a minimum of 60 summer school class hours for the remediation of a full-year course already taken 
with unsatisfactory grade results and 120 hours for a full-year course taken for the first time.  The minimum hours for less than full-year 
courses are prorated accordingly.  Courses to fulfill graduation requirements are not allowed to be taken during summer school.  An official 
final transcript must be submitted in order for summer school grades to be recorded on the student's transcript with the appropriate coding.  
They do not replace any grade already earned.  Summer school grades are neither included in the calculation of GPA nor to meet honors 
criteria. 

 
Students should note carefully the starting date for each summer school.  Many of them begin before the last day that Ridge High School is 
in session; special arrangements will have to be made.  Students interested in summer school must see their counselors for advice, 
procedures, and the necessary paperwork.   

 
Tutorial Instruction For Credit  
 

Credits for courses listed in the Program of Studies may be earned as a result of being tutored by a teacher who has the appropriate New 
Jersey State Certification for the course.  The following guidelines apply for all tutorial instruction for credit: 

 
• The tutor must follow the Board of Education approved curriculum. 
 
• The student must obtain the Curriculum Supervisor’s and the Director’s approval prior to the beginning of the tutoring. 
 
• A departmental final examination must be administered and scored by the Director's designee.  The exam will only be offered one 

week in August (TBD). 
 

• The final grade will be determined by the Director, who will use the tutor's grades and the final examination grade. 
 

• Remediation of a full-year course requires a minimum of 40 hours of tutoring during a minimum of 20 sessions during a period of 
time of no less than 6 weeks with all of the tutoring hours taking place after the course failed has officially ended. 

 
• A maximum of 5 credit hours may be earned in a science tutorial without a lab experience. 

 
• Credit for courses that the student has not previously taken requires 70 hours of tutoring during a minimum of 35 sessions during a 

period of time of no less than 10 weeks. 
 

• The minimum tutoring hours for semester and quarter courses should be prorated accordingly as per the above guidelines.  Courses 
to fulfill graduation requirements are not allowed to be taken through tutorial instruction. 

 
• Tutorial grades will be added to a student's transcript with the appropriate tutoring designation; grades for remedial tutoring may not 

replace the grade already earned.   
 

• Tutorial grades and credits will be recorded on the student’s grade transcript, but will not be calculated in the GPA. 
 

Request for summer school / tutorial instruction paperwork should be returned to the Secretary to the Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction at the Board Office by June 17th.  

 
Requirements for summer school / tutorial instruction approval: 
 

· The summer school / tutorial instruction program must be approved by the Curriculum Supervisor. 
· Students must have an A- or better for each of the first three marking periods in order to apply for acceleration and receive a 

minimum of an A- in the summer school course. 
· Written permission of the Curriculum Supervisor and Principal will be granted by June 25th.  

 
Any summer school / tutorial instruction courses taken without written approval of the Curriculum Supervisor/Director  

will not be accepted under any circumstances. 
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Independent Study 
 

Independent study can be an academically enriching experience for both the student and the teacher, but it is not meant to replace an 
existing course in the Program of Studies.  The student will have the opportunity to master an academic area through his/her own initiative, 
self-discipline, and self-reliance, while learning at the same time to what extent and in what ways he/she is in need of a teacher.   

 
Independent study for credit is available to any student who has a sound reason for this option provided: 
 

�� The student has completed 60 credits towards graduation; 
 
�� The student has achieved a grade of C or better in all available courses in the subject requested; 

 
�� The student must carry at least 5 academic courses plus Physical Education each semester before an independent study may be 

considered during the regular academic school year. 
 

�� The nature of the course makes independent study feasible; 
 

�� The approved precis for the course will be kept on file with the Principal; and 
 

�� A teacher with New Jersey Certification in the subject must be willing to instruct, evaluate, and grade an independent study 
arrangement. 

 
An independent study course will receive a Pass/Fail grade, which will be recorded on the student’s grade transcript, but will not be 
calculated in the GPA.  Courses taken via independent study will be subject to the same grade reporting datelines which apply to courses 
taken in a classroom. 

 
Students interested in using the independent study option should see their counselor for advice and procedures. 

 
Virtual High School  
 
Students may use the option of taking certain coursework utilizing Virtual High School. VHS is an online learning program offering over 
200 courses. Students in grades 11 and 12 are able to request one of these courses in place of an elective. All instruction and grading is 
done over the Internet by a certified teacher who is not an employee of the school district. However, there is a Ridge High School staff 
member available to assist our students with technical issues, but there is no staff on site to assist with curriculum-related questions. 
Interested students should see their guidance counselor for a list of available courses.  

 
· A VHS course cannot be taken in place of a course offered in the Program of Studies without prior written permission by the 

Curriculum Supervisor and Principal/Director of Curriculum.  
 
• The expectation is that all VHS work will be completed during a scheduled open period and outside of school during the student’s 

time. Access to an internet-ready computer is mandatory.   VHS will run every period and meet in a designated location. 
 

• VHS classes are un-weighted for purposes of GPA calculation.  
 
•  Seating is limited. 
 

   •  Successful VHS students must be computer proficient, highly motivated and able to work independently. 
 

�� The Ridge High School Drop/Add policies apply to VHS. 
 
�� There is an application process. 
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GRADE REPORTING  
 
Report cards will be posted on Home Access Center (HAC) four times a year, approximately one week after the close of each marking period.  
Exact dates for the closing of the marking period and posting of the report cards will be printed yearly in the Student Handbook.  The final 
report card will include final average grades, credits earned for the school year, total credit accumulation, promotion, retention, and/or 
graduation.  All report cards will be accessible on the Home Access System until the summer months. 
 
INCOMPLETES  
 
An “I” on a report card, in lieu of a grade, indicates that the marking period grade or the final average grade cannot be computed because the 
student's academic work is incomplete due to illness or extenuating circumstances.  Incomplete grades must be satisfactorily completed ten 
school days after the close of the marking period, or they will automatically be changed to Es, unless the subject teacher requests that the 
grade be held "incomplete" because of extenuating circumstances. 
 
GRADING AND OTHER REGULATIONS FOR THE DROPPING AND/ OR ADDING OF COURSES 
 
During the counselor/student registration meeting, a contract will signed by students and/or parents/guardians.   Students will not be allowed 
to change elective choices after this point.  Adding and dropping of electives for the following school year will only take place as result of 
scheduling conflicts. 
 
Level Changes: Permitted up to end of 1st marking period only 

· Schedule changes, for required courses, may only be made after there has been proper consultation among the student, 
parents, teachers, and guidance counselor. A “Course Change Form” must be completed prior to any changes being 
effective. 

· If a student changes levels of a course anytime during the first marking period as deemed necessary and appropriate by the 
teacher, curriculum supervisor, student, parents, and guidance counselor, the transcript will reflect the level of the course 
into which the student switches.   

· If the level change is made at the end of the marking period, the final grade from the marking period will be moved to the 
new level without adjustment.  

· If a level change becomes necessary in the middle of a marking period, the teachers will collaborate on the marking period 
grade.  

 
Adding a course in lieu of a study hall:  
Students can add courses up to the 10th day of the first marking period. On and after the 11th day of the marking period the course can only be 
added with permission of the Curriculum Supervisor. 
 
Dropping a Required or Elective Course due to extenuating circumstances: 
If a student drops a course, the transcript will show the course and either a W/P (Withdrew Passing) or W/E (Withdrew Failing) as indicated by 
the teacher at the time of withdrawal.  
 
IMPORTANT NOTE:   A course change can be made by the administration if a student has difficulty with the course work and it is deemed 
necessary, appropriate, and in the best interest of the student.  This change may be initiated at the recommendation of the I&RS Committee, the 
classroom teacher, the parent or guardian, or the administration.  
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HONORS/ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES 
 
Students may elect to enroll in one or more honors courses, provided they have met the prerequisites stipulated in The Program of Studies and 
meet the Ridge High School honors criteria.  Enrolling in an honors course is a serious decision.   Some honors courses require summer reading 
and/or papers and projects.  Students new to Ridge High School who register too late to do all the work during the summer will be given the 
first semester to complete the requirements.  A final grade earned in an honors course will be identified as an honors course on the student's 
transcript.  The weighted calculation of students’ honors and AP courses will reflect the weighted grade value on page 12. 
 

HONORS ENTRANCE CRITERIA FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRAD E 9 
 
Level Placement Procedures: 
 
Mid-Year :  The Student Information System will calculate a first semester grade that includes two marking period grades. Students may enroll 
in an honors course if they meet one of the following criteria: 
 

· A final average grade of A- or better in the currently enrolled course. 
(A final average grade of B or better for students currently enrolled in geometry.) 

 
End of Year: If a student is not eligible for an honors course at the end of the 2nd marking period but does become eligible by the time 
the final grade is submitted, that student must initiate a request through their high school counselor for a level change.  Students will not 
automatically be moved into an honors course if they become eligible by the time the final grade is submitted; they must request it.  
Students who lose honors grade requirement eligibility will automatically be dropped from the honors course.  Updated students’ 
schedules will be posted on the Home Access Center prior to the first day of school.  
  
CRITERIA FOR APPEAL 
 
Due to extenuating circumstances, if a student misses the eligibility grade requirement, that student can file an honors appeal that 
would be considered in the scheduling decision.  Appeals must be submitted to their William Annin guidance counselor by June 4th.  
Honors appeal forms are available in the William Annin guidance office beginning on April 23rd.  The Curriculum Supervisor will make 
decisions regarding appeals by June 21st.  Students will be notified in writing of the appeal decision by June 28th, and will be able to access the 
schedule on the Home Access Center prior to the first day of school.  All decisions regarding appeals are final. 
 
The decision to grant the appeal will be based on the following criteria: 
 
 Standardized Test Scores 
 Overall academic performance 
 Student’s attendance/discipline record 
 Student writing portfolios 
                                       Student explanation / extenuating circumstances  
 Seat availability 
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HONORS AND ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENROLLMENT PROCESS FO R 
STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 10, 11, AND 12 
 
Enrollment in Honors and Advanced Placement Courses for students entering grades 10, 11, and 12 will be dependent upon student 
performance.  Students who are enrolled in an honors course may enroll in a subsequent honors course if they EARN a final grade of B- 
or better in the current course.  Students who are enrolled in a college prep course may enroll in sequential college prep or honors or AP 
course in that subject area if they EARN a final grade of A- or better.  Students enrolled in an AP class who maintain a B- average 
through 3 marking periods and take the AP exam are exempt from taking the final exam.  
 
Level Placement Procedures: 
 
Mid-Year :  The Student Information System will calculate a semester 1 average that includes marking period 1, marking period 2, and 
mid-term grades.  Students already in honors or AP courses who earn a B- average or better for the three marking periods and the mid-
term will be placed into the sequential honors or AP course for scheduling purposes for the following year.  Students taking a college prep 
course who received an A- average or better for the three marking periods and the mid-term will have the option of selecting a sequential 
college prep or honors or AP course during the selection process. 
  
End of Year: If a student is not eligible for an honors course at the end of the 3rd marking period but does become eligible by the 
time the final grade is submitted, that student must initiate a request for a level change. Students will not automatically be moved 
into an honors course if they become eligible by the time the final grade is submitted; they must request it.  Students who lose 
honors grade requirement eligibility will automatically be dropped fro the honors course.  Updated students’ schedules will be 
posted on the Home Access Center prior to the first day of school.  
 
CRITERIA FOR APPEAL 
 
Due to extenuating circumstances, if a student misses the eligibility grade requirement, that student can file an honors appeal that 
would be considered in the scheduling decision.  Appeals must be submitted to their guidance counselor by June 1st.  Honors appeal 
forms are available in the Ridge guidance office beginning on April 20th.  The Curriculum Supervisor will make decisions regarding 
appeals by June 25th.  Students will be notified in writing of the appeal decision by June 29th, and will be able to access the schedule on 
the Home Access Center prior to the first day of school.  
 
The decision to grant the appeal will be based on the following criteria: 
 
 Standardized Test Scores 
 Overall academic performance 
 Performance demonstrated by mid-term and final exams 
 Teacher’s consultation on academic performance 
 Student’s attendance/discipline record 
 Student writing portfolios 
                                       Student explanation / extenuating circumstances  
 Seat availability  
  
 
 
 

HONOR ROLL, HIGH HONOR ROLL, AND 
PRINCIPAL'S HONOR ROLL  

 
Honor Roll, High Honor Roll , and Principal's Honor Roll  students will be determined at the end of each marking period. 
 
Honor Roll ranking will be achieved with a marking period grade of B- or better in every subject, including PE. 
 
High Honor Roll  ranking will be achieved with a marking period grade of B- in one subject with marking period grades of A in all other 
subjects. 
 

Principal's Honor Roll  ranking will be achieved with a marking period grade of A in every subject, including PE. 
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CLASS RANK AND WEIGHTED GPA  
 
 

Ridge High School does not rank but provides each student with an official weighted GPA after the 5th and 7th semester.  This weighted 
cumulative GPA is calculated by dividing the sum of the quality points for each year of attendance at RHS by the sum of the credits for 
each year of attendance at RHS.  Physical education is neither included when calculating GPA nor are courses taken as Pass/Fail or 
Independent Study.  Summer school / tutorial instruction grades are also not included in the calculation of the weighted GPA. 
 

         CALCULATION OF THE WEIGHTED GPA* 
 

1. Basic Components: 
 

• WEIGHTING.   This is the measure of the difficulty of a course relative to standard or conventional high school 
courses.  This measure takes into account both the difficulty of the subject matter and the difference in the amount of 
work expected from the students. 

• CREDIT VALUE OF EACH COURSE.   The total credit value of all courses taken will be used. 
• FINAL GRADE VALUE FOR EACH COURSE.   (See weighting of final grades on page 12). 

 
2. Calculation of Grade Point Average (GPA) 

The grade point average is calculated by multiplying the credits by the quality point equivalent for each grade (see charts).  The 
sum of the quality points is then divided by the sum of the attempted credits.  Grades from summer school / tutorial instruction, 
transfer grades, independent study courses and Physical Education are not calculated into the GPA.  The weighted GPA is 
calculated using the weighted quality point chart for AP, honors, and college prep courses.  A student’s official weighted GPA 
will be released after the first semester of their junior year. 

 
EXAMPLE OF GPA CALCULATION  

 
 

Course        Grade  Quality Point Equivalent  Credits  Quality Points  
 
Honors Biology           B   3.67 X  6 = 22.02 
 
Literary Experience 9         B-   2.67 X  5 = 13.35 
 
Honors Geometry        B-   3.33 X  5 = 16.65 
 
Latin I            A-   3.67 X  5 = 18.35 
 
World History        B   3.00 X  5 = 15.0 
 
Art Explorer        A-   3.67 X  2.5 = 9.175 
      
Intro to  Computer Graphics  A   4.0 X  2.5 = 10.0  
 
Health          A   4.0 X  1.25 = 5.0 
 
Physical Education        Not applicable     0 = 0  
 
TOTALS            32.25  109.545 
  
109.545 DIVIDED BY 32.25 = 3.3967 WEIGHTED GPA 
 
 

*The same method is used to calculate the UNWEIGHTED GPA, except you 
utilize the quality point value from the CP column on the next page. 
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WEIGHTING OF FINAL ACADEMIC GRADES 
 

A three-tiered weighting system is used at Ridge High School.  This system recognizes the difference in rigor between Honors, Advanced 
Placement, and College Prep classes.  Weights are for full year courses.  Semester courses carry one-half less numerical value. 
 

 
 

GRADE AP HONORS CP 

 
A+ 
A   
A- 
B+ 
B 
B- 
C+ 
C 
C- 
D+ 
D 
D- 
E 
 

 
5.33 
5.00 
4.67 
4.33 
4.00 
3.67 
3.33 
3.00 
2.67 
2.33 
2.00 
1.67 
0.00 
 

 
5.00 
4.67 
4.33 
4.00 
3.67 
3.33 
3.00 
2.67 
2.33 
2.00 
1.67 
1.33 
0.00 

 
4.33 
4.00 
3.67 
3.33 
3.00 
2.67 
2.33 
2.00 
1.67 
1.33 
1.00 
0.67 
0.00 

 
 



 

14 

COURSE SELECTION AND SCHEDULING  
 
The Bernards Township Board of Education affirms its responsibility to ensure all students in the public schools of Bernards 
Township equal educational opportunity regardless of race, color, creed, religion, sex, ancestry, national origin, and social or 
economic status. 
 
Students will make course selections during the early part of the winter.  Several sources of assistance will exist to help students 
make their selections: 

• Course sequences printed at the beginning of most of the departments' course offerings in this publication; 
• Teacher recommendations; 
• Parental guidance; and 
• Guidance counselor advice. 

 
Courses should be selected in accordance with immediate and long-range goals and student interests and aptitudes, with the 
objective of epitomizing the high school experience.  During the counselor / student registration meeting, a contract will signed by 
students and/or parents / guardians.   Students will not be allowed to change elective choices after this point.  Adding and dropping of 
electives for the following school year will only take place as result of scheduling conflicts.  Students must carry 6 courses plus Physical 
Education and lunch each semester.   
 
The selection of courses is a "contract" between the student, parents, and the school that cannot be altered without the consent of 
the school.  The school will construct student schedules.  The school reserves the right to cancel any course.  
 
All course offerings at Ridge High School are in the eleven study areas which are presented in this publication: Visual Art, 
Business Education, Industrial Arts/Technology, Language Arts, Mathematics and Computers, Music, Physical Education and 
Health, Science, Social Studies, Special Education, and World Languages. 
 
Each course description includes the designation of any prerequisites*, any suggested aids, the duration of the course, and the 
number of New Jersey State credits earned. Honors courses are also designated. Unless the description notes otherwise, all courses 
meet five days per week. 
 
Course descriptions cover content only.  Students are encouraged to consult with their present teachers and counselors for 
such information as: techniques of instruction, useful student aptitudes, relationship of courses to occupational interests, 
suitability of courses for post-high school educational placement, relative difficulty of courses, and most appropriate grade 
level. 
 
*Students who have passed a "prerequisite" course at the D level are cautioned against enrolling in the next higher level of the 
sequence.  They should seek the advice of their counselors and consider either summer school remediation in the "prerequisite" 
course or repeating the course for no credit before going on in the sequence. 
 
SPECIAL NOTE FOR GRADE 8 STUDENTS: 
 
Eighth grade students enrolled in Algebra I, Geometry, Spanish, Italian, French, Japanese, or Latin may elect to enroll in the next 
sequential course in grade 9.  Students performing in the C range in World Languages are recommended to enter the sequence at 
the Novice Course Second Year.  Careful consideration should be given to the question of whether or not to go on in the sequence 
by the student and the parents after consultation with the grade 8 subject teachers and the grade 8 counselors and high school 
counselor.  Unless the student earns a final grade of C or better in the course taken in the 8th grade, the student should repeat the 
course or not continue in that subject sequence.  A final grade of C in the grade 8 courses is problematic; that is, the student and 
parents should be very cautious about taking the next level of the sequence in grade 9. Courses taken in grade 8 are not calculated 
in our grade point average. 
 
Eighth grade students enrolled in Spanish, Italian, French, Latin, or Japanese may elect to enroll in the next sequential course, 
Intermediate Course First Year or Latin II, in grade 9.  Students performing in the C range in World Languages are recommended 
to enter the sequence in Novice Course Second Year or Latin I.  This level will reinforce skills taught in the 8th grade to provide a 
better foundation for future language study.  Unless the student earns a final grade of C or better in the course taken in the 8th 
grade, the student should consider an alternate language choice as the Novice Course First Year is not open to students with 
previous experience in that language.  A final grade of C or below in the grade 8 courses is problematic; that is, the student and 
parents should be very cautious about taking the next level of the sequence in grade 9.  Courses taken in grade 8 are not calculated 
in our grade point average. 
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COURSE NUMBERS IN THIS PROGRAM OF STUDIES DO NOT SUGGEST 
SEQUENCE.  COURSES ARE ASSIGNED NUMBERS TO EXPEDITE THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF A MASTER SCHEDULE AND INDIVIDUAL STUDENT 
SCHEDULES. 
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VISUAL ART 
 

COURSE SEQUENCES 

 
 

  
 
7401  ART EXPLORER                  ONE SEMESTER       2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None, for non-art majors  
 
Art Explorer gives students who are not experienced in art opportunities for self-expression and creativity. Projects include 
drawing, painting, printmaking, mixed media (drawing/collage/montage) and sculpture. This course is not a prerequisite for any 
other course, and is geared to students who do not necessarily see themselves as “artists,” but are interested in learning about art. 
 
7402 ART STUDIO                                                             FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None (recommended for all students as a basis for other art courses, including architecture) 
 
Art Studio is the first art course recommended for all students at Ridge.  It is an important foundation course for those who are 
planning to later expand their art experiences or for students who may only take one art course while at Ridge.  It is a general 
course that offers basic experiences in drawing, painting, two and three-dimensional design and gives an overview of ideas, 
processes and concepts. This course is predominantly production (studio) oriented.  Students are introduced to concepts of art 
history, art criticism, and aesthetics as they relate to the studio projects. 
 
7410  ADVANCED ART STUDIO FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisites: Art Studio 
 
Advanced Art Studio is the prerequisite course for Honors Art Major.  This course offers students the opportunity to improve their 
observational drawing and painting skills.  Projects are designed in preparation for college and A. P. Studio Art portfolio 
requirements. The work in this course is done from observation of real objects or photographs.  Emphasis is placed on developing 
strong compositional skills, realistic proportions, and using perspective accurately.  Concepts of art history, art criticism, and 
aesthetics are addressed as they relate to those areas of art studied.   

Intro to  
Photo 

Independent 
Study 

Intro to 
Sculpture 

Art 
Studio 

Advanced 
Sculpture 

 

Intro to 
Computer 
Graphics 

 
Animation I  
 

Advanced 
Digital 
Design 

Advanced 
Ceramics 

Intro to 
Ceramics 

Advanced 
Art Studio  

 

Advanced 
Photographic 
Techniques 

 

Animation 
II 

Photography  
Thesis 

Honors 
Art 

Major  

AP 
Studio Art  

 

All courses qualify to meet the Fine Arts Graduation  Requirement. 

Art 
Explorer  
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7431 INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER  ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 GRAPHICS 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Students will develop skills in the use of the computer and graphic software to generate images.  They will learn concepts 
necessary for visual communication and achieving effective compositions.  The unique capabilities of the computer to save, 
combine, alter, and distort images will be emphasized.  This course is predominantly production (studio) oriented.  Students will 
be introduced to concepts of art history, art criticism, and aesthetics as they relate to the studio projects. 
 
7433 ADVANCED DIGITAL DESIGN ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Minimum grade of C in Introduction to Computer Graphics 
 
Students will develop more advanced skills in the use of the computer and graphic software to generate images.  They will             
expand on concepts necessary for visual communication and achieving effective compositions.  They will use drawing and            
painting software as well as desktop publishing.  This course is predominantly production (studio) oriented.  Students will be         
introduced to concepts of art history, art criticism, and aesthetics as they relate to the studio projects. 
 
7437 ANIMATION I                                            ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
   
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Computer Graphics, minimum grade of C  
 
Students will learn the skills and concepts necessary for achieving effective movement simulation by studying early animation 
techniques.  They will learn to work as part of a production team as they create stop-motion animation.  Procedures will include 
storytelling, character development, screenplay writing, storyboard creation, model making and set & background building as they 
progress from simple flipbook and cutout animation to computer generated animation.  Students will be introduced to the concepts 
of art history, criticism, and aesthetics as they relate to the studio projects.   
 
7438 ANIMATION II ONE SEMESTER  2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Animation I with a minimum grade of C 
 
Students in Animation II will focus on one or two of the 6 techniques studied in Animation I.  They will be expected to study and 
research their chosen technique in depth, producing a series of animations with longer, more detailed storylines that include more 
complex imagery.  Students will have the opportunity to develop their own characters and individual style.  
 
7415 INTRODUCTION TO CERAMICS ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS  

 
Prerequisite:  None 

 
Introduction to Ceramics provides instruction and experience in the three major hand-building techniques as well as the skills of 
wheel-produced pottery.  The possibilities of surface treatment with glazes, stains and oxides are explored extensively.  This 
course is predominantly production (studio) oriented.  Students are introduced to concepts of art history, art criticism, and 
aesthetics as they relate to the studio projects. 
 
7417 ADVANCED CERAMICS: ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS  
 CONCEPTS AND PROCESSES 
 
Prerequisite:  Minimum grade of C in Introduction to Ceramics 

 
Advanced Ceramics offers students the studio time and technical assistance to expand their creative expression in clay media. 
Students select individual projects and may concentrate on sculptural or wheel thrown assignments. This course is predominantly 
production (studio) oriented.  Students further investigate concepts of art history, art criticism, and aesthetics as they relate to the 
studio projects. 
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7439 INTRODUCTION TO SCULPTURE ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS  
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Introduction to Sculpture will introduce students to basic ideas, forms and materials of historical and contemporary sculpture.  
They will explore elements of 3-dimensional design, such as line, plane, volume, mass, shape, and form.  Students will design, 
form and assemble works with a variety of 3-dimensional materials such as wood, plaster, cardboard, metal, ceramics and found 
objects.  While investigating concepts of art history, art criticism, and aesthetics, they will gain an understanding of and 
appreciation for the utilization and importance of sculptural work in celebrating traditions, ceremonies, ancestry, and hierarchy.  
 
7441 ADVANCED SCULPTURE: ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS  
 TECHNIQUES AND CONCEPTS 
   
Prerequisite:  Minimum grade of C in Introduction to Sculpture 
 
Advanced Sculpture: Techniques and Concepts will continue and expand on the themes, ideas, materials, and techniques of 
Introduction to Sculpture.  Emphasis will be placed on personal and contemporary content rather than historical.  In addition, 
students will work both as individuals and collaboratively on issues of scale, site, and narration.  Students will also investigate 
concepts of art history, art criticism, and aesthetics as they relate to the studio projects. 
 
7445 INTRODUCTION TO PHOTOGRAPHY ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS  
 
Prerequisite:  None 

 
Introduction to Photography is an introductory lecture and laboratory course in the production of black and white photographic 
prints, including a short history of the camera image as art. Students will use 35mm automatic cameras to shoot film.  They will 
learn to develop negatives, produce contact prints, and print enlargements.  This course is predominantly production (studio) 
oriented.  Students are introduced to concepts of art history, art criticism, and aesthetics. 
 
7446 ADVANCED PHOTOGRAPHIC  FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 TECHNIQUES 
 
Prerequisite:  Grade of C or above in Introduction to Photography, grades 10-12 
 
Advanced Photographic Techniques is a lecture and laboratory course in the production of black and white photographic prints.  
Students will learn how to operate a manual single lens reflex camera.  They will develop greater control of the photographic 
image, and improve their film exposure and darkroom techniques.  In the second semester, the processes of color printing from 
slides and large format (4”x5” sheet film and the view camera) are introduced.  Skills and concepts from Introduction to 
Photography are refined.  This course is predominantly production (studio) oriented.  Students develop concepts of art history, art 
criticism, and aesthetics. 
 
7448 PHOTOGRAPHY THESIS FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 

 
Prerequisite:  Minimum grade of C in Advanced Photographic Techniques 
 
Photography Thesis is for the student with a strong interest and demonstrated ability in photography. Increased control of technical 
skills and in-depth understanding of the photographic image are stressed. Students have the opportunity to pursue individual 
interests in 35mm, black and white, color, and/or large format. More in-depth knowledge of professional photographers is 
expected and independence in the working process.  This course is predominantly production (studio) oriented.  Students develop 
concepts in art history, art criticism, and aesthetics as they relate to the studio projects. 
 
7404 HONORS ART MAJOR FULL YEAR            5 CREDITS  
        HONORS 
Prerequisites:  Art Studio, minimum grade of A- in Drawing and Painting, grade 11 or 12 
 
Honors Art Major is for students with a serious interest in art, and it is the prerequisite course for AP Studio Art. Activities are 
designed to enable students to produce drawings and paintings with a high degree of similarity to the observed subject. The 
majority of work in this course is done from “life” or real objects. Students deal with concepts of art history, art criticism, and 
aesthetics as they relate to those areas of art studied. Documentation of major projects, using digital photography, provides the 
opportunity to begin putting together a portfolio. 
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740H ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART FULL YEAR 5 CRED ITS 
    AP 
Prerequisites:  Minimum grade of B- in Honors Art Major AND portfolio review 
 
Advanced Placement Studio Art is for the student who is either interested in art as a career, or who exhibits a high level of ability. 
Through the making of artwork for a portfolio, students will address three major concerns: quality in the work, concentration on a 
particular interest or problem, and breadth in a variety of formal, technical and expressive areas. Students deal with concepts of art 
history, art criticism, and aesthetics as they relate to those areas of art, which the individual students pursue. Successful students 
are prepared for and are encouraged to submit their portfolios to the College Board for final review. 
 
0000 INDEPENDENT STUDY ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisites:  Completion of 60 credits toward graduation, a grade of C or better in all available courses in the subject requested, 
approval of a teacher who is willing to accept responsibility, the parent/guardian, department supervisor, and building principal  
 
Independent Study provides students with the opportunity to continue to study a subject after they have completed all available 
courses in that area.  This course is recommended for students who have demonstrated a high level of interest and skill in a 
particular area and are capable of demonstrating initiative, self-discipline and self-reliance.  A précis must be submitted for prior 
approval that outlines the material to be covered, project and research expectations and requirements for satisfactory completion.  
Students are required to address not only production/performance, but also aesthetics, criticism and history of their respective 
discipline. 
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BUSINESS EDUCATION 
 

COURSE SEQUENCES 
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* Course prerequisite includes passing the William Annin (WAMS) Exam or completion of the keyboarding course. 

 
 

6133 INTRODUCTION TO WORD PROCESSING  ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
  
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Introduction to Word Processing is designed to teach students to develop speed and accuracy on the computer by learning the 
touch method of keyboarding. In January, 8th grade students will be tested at William Annin to determine if they have minimal 
skills comparable to having taken this course, typing 30 words per minute with no more than 3 uncorrected mistakes, and using 
proper techniques of posture, use of the home keys, and looking at the monitor. Students are taught to use their newly acquired 
skills to produce outlines, tables, letters, and reports. Also stressed are skills in proofreading, making revisions and composing 
original material at the computer to connect thinking skills with keyboarding.  If students already have the described basic level 
skills, they can skip this course, and move directly into Word Processing or Internet and Web Design. 
 
6161 WORD PROCESSING  ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Word Processing, or a passing score on the WAMS Keyboarding Test (a minimum of 30 words per 
minute with no more than 3 uncorrected mistakes, using correct techniques). 
 
The Word Processing course acquaints students with the proper procedures to create documents suitable for course work, 
professional purposes, and personal use. Students are able to produce reports, letters, research papers, tables, flyers, resumes, 
headers, footers, watermarks, and more.  Included in the course will be an introduction to desktop publishing.     
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6139 INTERNET AND WEB DESIGN ONE SEMESTER                    2.5 CREDITS  
 
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Word Processing, or a passing score on the WAMS Keyboarding Test (a minimum of 30 words per 
minute with no more than 3 uncorrected mistakes, using correct techniques). 
 
Various topics will be researched using proper research techniques including directories, and key-word searches.  Students will 
also learn methods to check the validity and accuracy of sites.  In addition, students will use the Internet and create web pages 
utilizing formatting, enhancing, and programming techniques.  Students will also explore various software packages for creating 
web pages.  The student will be exposed to the various up-to-date World Wide Web resources, FTP, newsgroups, and learn to use 
current popular search engines. This course is valuable for students pursuing a business related degree program in college or to 
provide the knowledge and skills needed to seek employment. 
 
6127 INTRODUCTION TO LAW  ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Introduction to Law examines numerous aspects of our legal system.  The purpose of the course is to enable students to avoid legal 
problems by developing an awareness of their rights and responsibilities.  Topics include torts, crimes, civil, criminal, and jury trial 
procedures, courts, 18 year-old age of majority law, juvenile law, school law, drug laws, and business law, including contract law, 
consumer protection and product liability, agency and employment law.  Activities include simulations, mock trials, and a field trip 
to a County Courthouse. 
 
6129 LAW SEMINAR ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Law 
 
Law Seminar encourages legal reasoning and case analysis.  The students are able to prepare Federal Income Tax forms 1040EZ, 
1040A, 1040, and Schedule “A” itemized deductions.  Other topics include Advanced Criminal Law, which entails a study of 
organized crime.  The U.S. Supreme Court is examined and famous constitutional cases are analyzed.  Activities include 
simulations, mock trials and role-playing.  Business subjects include forming a business (sole proprietorship, partnership 
corporation), uniform commercial code, real estate law (buying a home, mortgages, title searches and insurance). 
 
6101 PERSONAL FINANCE  ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Personal Finance will help students navigate the financial decisions they face today and in the future.  Financial management skills 
and concepts, including consumer-purchasing strategies, will be covered.  Areas discussed will include decisions and goals in 
personal finance, money management strategy, legal protection for consumers, banking, and consumer credit.  Computer projects 
and Internet exercises are included for each unit of study. 
 
6107 ACCOUNTING I ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Grade 11 or 12 
 
Accounting I is an ideal introductory course for those who are thinking of business administration as a career or for those who 
might some day own their own business.  It gives students the fundamental concepts of bookkeeping and accounting in the 
business and financial world.  Specific topics that will be covered are:  the accounting cycle for a service business organized as a 
proprietorship, petty cash, banking activities, payroll records, accounts receivable, financial statements, and adjusting and closing 
entries.  A practice set with simulated business papers and transactions are used as well as accounting computer software programs 
to integrate the process learned.   
 
6113 CONSUMER EDUCATION ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Consumer Education is designed to enable students to become informed consumers who will make rational buying decisions. 
Major topics covered include decision-making, responsible consumerism, consumer rights and protection, taxes, banking services, 
credit, identity theft and protection, and insurance. 
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6117 MARKETING DISTRIBUTION ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDIT S 
 
Prerequisite:  Grade 11or 12 
 
Marketing Distribution imparts realistic, useful, and relevant business information to students that will enable them to function in 
today's Information Economy.  Topics include basic marketing concepts, interpersonal skills, sales, promotion, advertising, 
channels of distribution, stock handling and inventory control, pricing and packaging, market research, and career opportunities in 
the marketing field.  A computer simulation program allows students to experience the complete marketing cycle from selecting a 
location for a business to the daily operations of the business. 
 
6120 PUBLICATIONS I ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 Yearbook and Literary/Fine Arts Magazine I 
 
Prerequisite:  Grades 10-12 
 
Students in this course will learn the basic skills of publishing. Using desktop publishing software, students learn layout and 
design, caption and headline writing, and legal and ethical publishing issues. In addition, students learn the basics of small 
business operations through the sales and marketing of the yearbook. Throughout this course, emphasis is placed on peer 
management, time management, organization, creativity and responsibility. Many students continue in Publications II the 
following year when the school yearbook is produced. 
 
6122 PUBLICATIONS II FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 Yearbook and Literary/Fine Arts Magazine 
 
Prerequisite:  Grade of C or above in Publications I, grade 11 or 12 
 
Students who have completed the first year of this course continue to learn the skills of publishing through the production of the 
school yearbook and the Literary/Fine Arts Magazine.  Their skills in producing copy layouts and graphics are expanded to a 
greater degree.  The editorial staff is selected from the students enrolled in this course and they, along with the other advanced 
students, take on responsibility for leadership, training and mentoring the less experienced students.  Throughout this course, 
emphasis is placed on peer management, organization, creativity and responsibility. 
 
8991 BUSINESS EDUCATION PRACTICUM ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite: 12th grade level only, grade level administrator approval 
 
The Business Education Practicum involves prearranged scheduled work in one of the school offices under the supervision of the 
school staff, faculty, and business department.  This experience provides students with an opportunity to develop a variety of office 
support skills and exhibit an understanding of the duties and responsibilities in an office.  Grading will be according to the skills 
demonstrated and to the proficiency level shown in areas that would include filing, photocopying, and keyboarding.  Self-
discipline and good attendance, which reflect a sense of responsibility, are required for successful completion of this course. 
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TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION  
 

COURSE SEQUENCES 
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7540 MECHANICAL DRAWING/CAD  FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Mechanical Drawing/CAD is a fundamental course that covers the basic aspects of drafting, including:  sketching, instrument 
drawing, freehand lettering, blueprint reproduction, geometric construction, alphabet of lines, dimensioning, orthographic 
projection, section views, auxiliary views, isometrics and oblique drawing, one and two point perspective, and introduction to the 
use of computer-assisted drafting techniques (Auto CAD-LT). 
 
7546 MACHINE/CAD  FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Mechanical Drawing/CAD 
 
Machine/CAD students investigate engineering drawing in some depth, develop greater drawing skills, and work with problems 
involved with drafting threads, fasteners, sheet metal developments, gears, cams and machines.  Students also apply advanced 
CAD skills learned in the Mechanical Drawing/CAD course. 
 
7552 INDUSTRIAL DESIGN                        FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Mechanical Drawing/CAD and Machine/CAD  
 
Industrial Design covers the techniques, procedures, and problems of design and technical illustration, their relation to industry, 
and their relation to a drafter.  Students also have an opportunity to work with computer-assisted techniques. 
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7558 ARCHITECTURE/CAD                       FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Mechanical Drawing/CAD 
 
Architecture/CAD requires students to design, in sketch form, preliminary plans for a residential home.  These plans are used to 
draft on AUTOCAD LT, floor plans, window and door schedules, wall sections and details, elevations, two-point rendering, and a 
plot plan.  Students also apply advanced CAD skills learned in the Mechanical Drawing/CAD course. 
 
7587 ADVANCED ARCHITECTURE/CAD I                ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Mechanical Drawing/CAD, Architecture/CAD, and teacher's approval 
 
Advanced Architecture/CAD I is offered to students who have demonstrated an above average performance and motivation in 
computer assisted drafting and design.  The student will advance his/her CAD skills in designing and preparing architectural 
drawings.  The student is trained and uses the AutoCAD-AEC® architectural software in accomplishing the course goals.  The 
areas covered in this course are:  structure design, CAD drawn and plotted floor plans, dimensions, door/window schedules, 
electrical plan, plumbing plan, structural sections, and all exterior elevations.  Also included is an introduction to the CAD's 3D 
capabilities. 
 
7591 ADVANCED ARCHITECTURE/ CAD II              ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Advanced Architecture/CAD I 
 
Advanced Architecture/CAD II is an extension of the prerequisite course.  It affords the student the opportunity to refine and 
expand his/her CAD skills to a higher degree using the AEC (AutoCAD®) architectural software.  The areas covered in this course 
include CAD drafted and plotted interior kitchen and plumbing elevations, plot plans, rendering, and stair design and layout.  
Students also use the 3D capabilities of AutoCAD® more extensively; they are introduced to Autoshade® software. 
 
7589 ADVANCED MACHINE/CAD I                       ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Mechanical Drawing/CAD, Machine/CAD, and teacher's approval 
 
Advanced Machine/CAD I is offered to students who have demonstrated an above average performance and motivation in 
computer assisted drafting and design.  The student will advance his/her CAD skills in designing and preparing a full set of 
working drawings using the AutoCAD® system.  Students will demonstrate the ability to use sketching techniques to plan and 
solve CAD design problems.  The areas covered in this course include basic machine CAD design skills, CAD drafted and plotted 
details, sections, dimensions, parts list preparation, and exploded isometric assembly drawing. 
 
7593 ADVANCED MACHINE/CAD II                       ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Advanced Machine/CAD I 
 
Advanced Machine/CAD II is an extension of the prerequisite course.  Students will refine those computer skills demonstrated in 
the first course, as well as use the 3D capabilities of AutoCAD® in designing and producing multi-view drawings.  The areas 
covered in this course include project design and sketching, 3D wire framing and viewporting, and CAD generated drawings and 
plots of a design project. 
 
7571 INDUSTRIAL ROBOTICS I  ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Students study the history of industrial robotics and how this new technology impacts and influences our modern society.  The 
course includes robotic parts identification and terminologies, microcomputer controllers, robot control programming, and robot 
sensing systems.  Students will experience varied sensing systems through the use of Movit® robot kits.  Students experience 
simulated hands-on robotic programming using software run on our AutoCAD® systems and learn to write basic robotic 
programs. 
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7573 INDUSTRIAL ROBOTICS II  ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Industrial Robotics I 
 
Students review concepts and skills covered in Industrial Robotics I.  In addition, they expand these skills to the actual 
programming of a 5-axis Armdroid® robotic arm.  The course includes operation of a switch controlled gripping hand, utilization 
and sequencing of a simulated industrial production line, using and coordinating a robotic carousel and slide units configured with 
our AutoCAD® systems. 
 
7427 TECHNOLOGY:  ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 DESIGN, ENGINEERING & INNOVATION 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Students in Technology:  Design, Engineering & Innovation will develop a working knowledge of the past, present, and future of 
technology.  Through a series of design/problem solving activities, students will use the design process to arrive at solutions to 
specified problems.  As part of the process, students will construct and test their solutions to meet a set of criteria. Emphasis will 
be placed on critical thinking and problem solving in a hands-on environment.  Students will make use of computers, tools, and 
materials to arrive at problem solutions.  Design activities will be drawn from the areas of communication, construction, 
electricity/electronics, transportation, energy/power, and new/emerging technologies. 
 
7575  INTRODUCTION TO WOODWORKING  ONE SEMESTER                     2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Introduction to Woodworking provides experiences to develop the skills necessary for the proper, safe use and care of common 
hand tools and stationary power equipment used in Woodworking.  These skills are introduced and acquired during the 
construction of teacher assigned projects. New and more advanced skills using basic portable and stationary power equipment will 
also be explored at this time. Emphasis will be placed on safety and problem solving.  
 
7579   WOODWORKING PROCESSES                            ONE SEMESTER                    2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Woodworking      
 
This course provides the necessary experiences to further develop the skills acquired in the introductory course.  The proper, safe 
use and care of stationary machines and tools used in Woodworking continues to be integrated into this course of study.  Students 
design projects of their choice.  Approval of this project is granted in respect to the student’s level of achievement and ability. 
Throughout this course, more complex and sophisticated projects will be designed and built. Students will complete working 
drawings; material lists, and cut lists during the project design stage. The use of CAD may also be incorporated for working 
drawings. Topics of discussion will include: joinery, wood identification, efficient material use and safety. 
 
7584 CONTEMPORARY WOODWORKING   FULL YEAR                          5 CREDITS 

 
Prerequisite:  Woodworking Processes, grades 10-12 
 
This course gives students the opportunity to learn more sophisticated woodworking techniques and processes.  This is an 
exploratory class exposing the students to advanced techniques such as: complex woodturning, lamination and bending, wood 
finishing, furniture construction, tool and shop maintenance, and sharpening techniques.  Students are encouraged to problem solve, 
plan and produce projects which demonstrate an understanding of various advanced woodworking techniques and processes.  The 
use of CAD is incorporated into this course of study.  Students receive small group instruction at this level and safety is a priority. 
 
7586    CABINETMAKING     FULL YEAR                         5 CREDITS       
 
Prerequisite:  Woodworking Processes, grades 10-12 
 
This course is devoted to the design and construction of fine pieces of furniture with instruction in the history and development of 
furniture design. The use of advanced joinery techniques, and composite materials will be incorporated into this course. Topics to be 
discussed will include shaper use, raised panel doors, cabinet construction, jigs and fixtures. The main emphasis is on fine cabinet- 
making techniques and construction.  Students may use CAD during the planning and design stage of their projects. Woodshop 
safety will be revisited as well. 
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0000                     INDEPENDENT STUDY                                           ONE SEMESTER                                2.5 CREDITS
                                  
Prerequisite:  Completion of 60 credits toward graduation, a grade of C or better in all available courses in the subject requested, 

approval of a teacher who is willing to accept responsibility, the parent/guardian, department supervisor, and building 
principal  

 
Independent Study provides students with the opportunity to continue to study a subject after they have completed all available 
courses in that area.  This course is recommended for students who have demonstrated a high level of interest and skill in a particular 
area and are capable of demonstrating initiative, self-discipline and self-reliance.  A précis must be submitted for prior approval that 
outlines the material to be covered, project and research expectations and requirements for satisfactory completion.  Students are 
required to address not only production/performance, but also aesthetics, criticism and history of their respective discipline.  
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RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL   -  LANGUAGE ARTS DEPARTMENT 
    

       By following appropriate procedures, students may elect to move between the Honors/AP and College Prep tracks. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                 
9th              OR 
      
                                       ��� �                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                
             
10th           OR                                          

 
 
 
                                                

11th                                                                   O     OR                                                         
                
                                          
          OR        
 12th          OR                             
                           
     
 
            

 

LITERARY EXPERIENCE 9 
 

HONORS ENGLISH - 9 
 

9-12 SEMESTER ELECTIVES 
(Do not fulfill graduation requirements) 

Creative Writing   Writer’s Workshop    Forensic Speaking 
Communication for Classroom, College & Career 

AMERICAN STUDIES 
OR 

AMERICAN LIT  

 

BRITISH LITERATURE 
 

HON AMERICAN STUDIES  
OR  

HON AMERICAN LIT  
 

AP ENGLISH 11 
(Language & Composition)  

 

CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE 

AP ENGLISH 12 
(Literature & Composition) 

HON POST MODERN LIT 
 
OR
R 
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LANGUAGE ARTS  
 
Language Arts courses consist of two major categories: “Required” and “Elective.”  All students must take and pass either a 
regular or honors/AP course each year of high school. 
 
In addition to the four years of required Language Arts, students may choose an elective semester course.  These elective courses 
do not satisfy graduation requirements, since electives do not meet all the New Jersey Department of Education mandated Core 
Curriculum Content Standards. 
 
In each required course, students will assemble a writing portfolio that documents student growth/development and will serve as 
the basis to examine writing effort, improvement, processes and achievement.  Self-evaluation, sharing of writing/reading progress 
and effective goal setting are all part of the portfolio in the language arts class.  Portfolios provide an additional view of student 
progress not readily available through standard evaluation methods. 
 
All high school students will participate in the Summer Reading Program. 
  
 

 REQUIRED COURSES 
 

 HONORS COURSES 
 
210H ENGLISH 9 HONORS  FULL YEAR          5 CREDITS 

                                                                                                                                                                              HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Ridge High School Honors Criteria 
 
English 9 Honors traces the development of the hero through Ancient, Medieval, Renaissance, Victorian, and Modern eras with a 
sophisticated analysis of various literary forms including epic, poetry, tragedy (Greek and Shakespearean), legend, novel, short 
story, and literary criticism.  Designed for academically motivated and mature students planning future honors and AP study in 
language arts, English 9 Honors offers opportunities for students to develop critical reading/thinking skills and increase writing 
proficiency through various experiences in speaking, reading, listening, viewing, and technological applications.  Each unit 
provides students occasions to reflect on ethical concerns and dilemmas utilizing the Ridge High School Code of Ethics as a 
framework.  Instruction in media center research skills culminates in a research paper.  Assigned summer reading must be 
completed before the course begins. 
 
220H HONORS AMERICAN LITERATURE FULL YEAR  5 CREDIT S 

                                                                                                                                                                               HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Ridge High School Honors Criteria, Grade 10  
 
Honors American Literature offers highly motivated students skilled in linguistics the opportunity to explore literature from 
different philosophical perspectives.  Beginning with the Romantic Period, students will trace the development of American 
literature through to the Magical Realism of the Post Modern Period.  Thematic units, which will include various drama, essays, 
poetry, short stories, and novels, provide the framework for charting the evolution of the United States as a literary force.  
Assignments will nurture further student development in reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing as well as exploration 
of various on-line sites, emerging technologies and hypertext selections.  By completing the research and higher-level writing 
tasks, students will be able to choose between the Advanced Placement Language and Composition class and the Honors British 
Literature class in their junior year.  Students will complete the required summer reading prior to taking this course. 
 
224H                    HONORS AMERICAN STUDIES                                FULL YEAR                                   10 CREDITS 
                                HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Ridge High School Honors Criteria in language arts and social studies, Grade 10  
 
Honors American Studies offers a historical and philosophical approach to American history and literature from Puritanism to the 
present.  The course aims to highlight the relationship between historic events and literary trends.  This team-taught course 
emphasizes the analysis of primary source materials, the application of critical thinking abilities, and the collaboration of 
cooperative group projects.  As part of course requirements, students write primary and secondary research papers, perform literary 
analyses, deliver oral presentations, compose newspaper articles, and role-play events from history.  All written work culminates 
in a portfolio assessment.  Students in Honors American Studies complete community service and assigned reading to foster the 
development of common background as well as the ability to read independently.  Students will receive one integrated ten (10) 
credit grade for the course. 
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230A ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH 11:     FULL YEAR       5 CREDITS 
                             LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION                                                                                                       AP 
 
Prerequisite:  Ridge High School Honors Criteria, Grade 11  
 
The Advanced Placement Language and Composition course offers highly motivated students the opportunity to earn college 
English credits while completing their junior year in high school.  This course challenges students to read and analyze primarily 
within the modes of exposition, analysis, and argumentation.  While successful participation in the Advanced Placement testing 
program is an obvious goal of this course, the curriculum also focuses on helping students develop as effective communicators and 
rhetoricians who think deeply, analyze critically, effectively solve problems, and employ emerging technologies for research and 
writing as they prepare for their college career.  British literature provides the foundation for this course, but students also read a 
variety of texts from other disciplines.  Students will complete the required summer reading prior to taking this course.  Successful 
students are prepared for and expected to take the AP Language and Composition exam in May. 
 
242A ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH 12:   FULL YEAR     5 CREDITS 

LITERATURE & COMPOSITION  AP 
 
Prerequisite: Ridge High School Honors Criteria, Grade 12  
 
In Advanced Placement English 12 students read and analyze the finest poetry, plays and novels written at various times in various 
cultures.  As students respond to and interpret the literature, they learn to justify their thinking and further develop their critical and 
analytical writing skills.  Seniors selecting this course will gain an appreciation of poetry, drama and the novel.  Students electing 
this course will complete the assigned summer reading prior to the beginning of the course.  In preparation for further academic 
training and employment all seniors prepare a resume and college essay in the first marking period.  Successful students are 
prepared for and are expected to take the Advanced Placement test in Literature. 
 
240H POST-MODERN    FULL YEAR     5 CREDITS 

WORLD LITERATURE HONORS 12  HONORS 
 
Prerequisite: Ridge High School Honors Criteria, Grade 12  
This senior course offers students the opportunity to explore the literature, cultures, and mindset of our contemporary global 
society from South American, Asian, Middle Eastern, and European perspectives.  Participants will read a variety of post-modern 
authors and examine cultural issues, values, and dilemmas unique to contemporary society in the twenty-first century.  A variety of 
readings, including new styles and forms transcending traditional literary genres, multiple writing assignments, and 
speaking/listening/viewing experiences will challenge students to think critically in preparation for further schooling and the 
communication realities of the workplace.  In preparation for further academic training and employment, all seniors prepare a 
resume and college essay in the first marking period.  Students will conduct research using both traditional research strategies and 
various emerging technologies.  In addition, students will complete both the assigned summer readings and a senior anthology.  All 
students maintain a writing portfolio. 
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REGULAR COLLEGE PREPARATORY  
 
2100 LITERARY EXPERIENCE 9  FULL YEAR   5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Grade 9  
 
Literary Experience provides instruction in the English language essential for effective listening, speaking, reading, writing and 
viewing.  The overarching theme of “Choices and Consequences” threaded through each unit offers students the opportunity to 
reflect on ethical concerns and dilemmas utilizing the Ridge Code of Ethics as an ethical framework.  Thematic units focus on the 
unique characteristics of various types of literary text:  short stories, novels, non-fiction works, drama and poetry.  Writing 
assignments include a compare/contrast essay, problem solving essay, persuasive writing and an expository assignment; all writing 
tasks will be filed in student writing portfolios.  Students will complete a reflective review of the portfolio contents at the end of 
the year.  Various activities and strategies will be utilized including:  journal writing, cooperative learning, projects and literature 
circles.  Students continue to develop research skills through various research projects/papers using available technology.  All 
students must complete the required summer reading.  All students maintain a writing portfolio. 
 
2200 THE VOICES OF AMERICAN LITERATURE 10 FULL YEAR    5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
This course will offer students the opportunity to explore literature that exemplifies unique characteristics of American society.  
By reading a broad variety of literary genre, students will come to appreciate the temperament, humor, work ethic and societal 
mores that define our nation through the evolution of American voice.  Students will analyze the development of the American 
national identity through a progression of literary styles.  Various literature circle titles, portfolio assignments, research and 
summer reading will all contribute to the development of competent students who can use reading, writing, listening, speaking and 
viewing to further mature as language arts scholars. 
 
2240 AMERICAN STUDIES  FULL YEAR 10 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Grade 10  
 
American Studies provides an interdisciplinary overview of the political, social, cultural, and literary heritage of the United States 
from the Revolution to contemporary times.  In particular, the course examines the connections between history and literature.  
This team-taught course emphasizes the analysis of primary source materials, the application of critical thinking abilities, and 
cooperative-collaborative student projects.  Students engage in a variety of writing activities culminating with a portfolio 
assessment.  Students complete summer readings in preparation for the course.  Students will receive one integrated ten (10) 
credit grade for the course. 
 
2300 BRITISH LITERATURE AND LITERATURE FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
                            OF THE COMMONWEALTH 11 
 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Language Arts 10, Grade 11  
 
This required Language Arts course provides a survey of British literature and literature of the Commonwealth countries.  It 
emphasizes skill development in the areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening, as well as an appreciation of British culture 
and its influences on society today.  Students are required to prepare a variety of oral and written assignments including analysis of 
literature, using primary and secondary sources of information as well as computer generated sites.  Assigned summer reading is 
also required.  Students will complete a research paper. 
 
2402 CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE  12 FULL YEAR 5 CREDIT S 
 
Prerequisite: Grade 12  
 
This year-long course offers students the opportunity to explore American and Commonwealth literature mainly from the last 30 
years as it reflects contemporary issues, values and dilemmas unique to the 21st century and Post-Modern society.  A variety of 
readings will be presented, including works using new styles and forms, transcending traditional literary genre. Diverse 
backgrounds, multiple writing assignments, and speaking/listening/viewing experiences will challenge students to think critically 
in preparation for further schooling and the communication realities of the workplace.  Upon the first week of returning to school, 
students will discuss and analyze the assigned summer reading titles as a required assessment.  In addition, students will conduct 
research utilizing traditional research methods as well as various Media Center databases and reputable Internet resources.  As a 
culminating assessment for 12th grade Language Arts, students will complete a Senior Anthology requiring the application of the 
skills acquired throughout their Language Arts education in the Bernards Township School District.  All students will maintain a 
Writing Portfolio.
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ELECTIVES  
 
2503 WRITERS WORKSHOP  ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  B average required in previous Language Arts course.  Grade 9 students are required to have a B average in English 
8 and Communications Arts 8.  This course meets in a computer lab so keyboard skills are required. 
 
Writers Workshop offers the students an extensive writing experience using all stages of the writing process:  pre-writing, draft, 
revision, edit and publication.  The workshop atmosphere facilitates individual conferencing with both instructor and peers as an 
important instructional strategy.  Students will write in various rhetorical forms (persuasion, exposition, description, and narration) 
and in diverse formats (letters, essays, fiction, journals) in order to develop their voices as writers.  Incorporating compositional 
risks, polishing diction and refining grammar all insure growth as a mature writer.  Incorporating compositional risks, polishing 
diction and refining grammar all insure growth as a mature writer.  Since this class meets in the computer lab, students will also 
gain considerable experience with various computer applications:  Microsoft Word®, Inspiration®, and the Internet. 
 
2523 COMMUNICATION FOR CLASSROOM, ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 COLLEGE & CAREER 
  
Prerequisite:   None 
 
Students will explore their communication skills and behaviors to maximize their ability to communicate in academic, 
professional, and personal arenas.  Students will investigate their role as communicators through performance-based assessments 
including, but not limited to, classroom presentations, online blogging, group activities, and real-world simulations.  Students will 
engage in various computer and technology applications, adding new dimensions and considerations to their communication 
experiences.  Topics to be discussed include communicating in the actual versus virtual world, impression management, conflict 
resolution, interpersonal dynamics, and various oral and written communication skills.   
 
2529  FORENSIC SPEAKING        ONE SEMESTER                    2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:     None  
 
An experiential and performance based approach in the three primary forms of forensic speaking: debate, public address, and oral 
interpretation.  Students will develop their persuasive, creative, and critical thinking skills by studying, preparing, developing, 
performing, and critiquing various presentations.  Students will engage in speaking activities including, but not limited to: debates, 
motivational speeches, impromptu speeches, prose/poetry readings, and dramatic monologues.  The major focus of this course is 
noncompetitive; however, students will be encouraged to raise their performances to competition levels. 
 
2525 CREATIVE WRITING  ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Proficiency in writing demonstrated by at least a B average in previous English courses.  Grade 9 students need a B 
average in English 8 and Communications Arts 8 courses and some keyboard experience. 
 
Students explore varied approaches to imaginative writing in a workshop atmosphere.  Students are encouraged to improve their 
skills in a variety of modes including prose, verse, and drama.  By using the writing process, mini-lessons, practice and peer and 
teacher conferencing, students develop the skills necessary to evaluate the effectiveness of their own efforts as well as the work of 
other students and professionals.  Assignments hope to inspire students’ creative process.  Based on the nature of the workshop, 
students must be self-motivated writers with a passionate interest in having the time and space to explore writing creatively.  
Students will be assessed using a ratio of quantity to quality of the work they produce.  *The quality of work is assessed through 
criteria sheets/rubrics.  A portfolio of original work is required as the final assessment. 
 
*Note on Grading 
The TAC system used district wide does not support the nature of grading for the workshop.  Please contact the teacher for a more 
accurate reflection of student progress. 
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Ridge High School 
Mathematics Course Options 

 
Course options for mathematics at each grade level are dependent upon the student’s performance in the 
previous year’s mathematics course.  The first course listed in each cell is the most frequently selected option 
for that grade.  Students may also choose elective courses in computer programming. 
 

 
8th Grade 

Mathematics Class 
 

 
Pre-Algebra 

 
Algebra 1 

 
Geometry 

 
9th Grade 

Mathematics Options 
 

 
-Algebra I 

 
-Geometry 

-Hon Geometry 
(Students who re-take 
Algebra I in 9th grade 
will choose 10th grade 
options from the Pre-
Algebra column) 

 

 
-Hon Algebra II 

(Students who re-take 
Honors Geometry in 
9th grade will choose 

10th grade options from 
the Algebra I column) 

 
10th Grade 

Mathematics Options 

 
-Geometry 

-Hon Geometry 
 

 
   -Algebra II 

-Honors Algebra II 

 
-Honors Analysis 

 
11th Grade 

Mathematics 
Options 

 

 
-Algebra II 

-Honors Algebra II 
-Core Algebra II 

 

 

-Math Analysis I 
-Advanced Algebra 

& Discrete Math 
-Honors Analysis 

 

 
-AP Calculus I 
-AP Statistics 

 
12th Grade 

Mathematics Options 

 

-Advanced Algebra 
& Discrete Math 
-Math Analysis I 

-Senior Math 
Topics 

 

 

-Calculus 
-Math Analysis I  

-Advance Algebra 
& Discrete Math 
-AP Calculus I 
-AP Statistics 

 

 
-AP Calculus II 
-AP Statistics 

 
Required for High School Graduation  
· 15 (high school) credits of mathematics 

· Passing score on the NJ High School Proficiency Assessment 
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MATH  

HONORS MATHEMATICS COURSES  
 

ALL STUDENTS SELECTING AN HONORS MATHEMATICS COURSE  MUST MEET THE HONORS CRITERIA  
 
304H HONORS GEOMETRY  FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS  
 HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I 
 
Honors Geometry is designed for students who wish to pursue an academic course in mathematics and whose previous 
performance in math warrants the need for an accelerated and enriched program.  This course includes the study of deductive 
reasoning, triangle and quadrilateral relationships, congruent and similar figures, inequalities, coordinate geometry, trigonometry, 
constructions, transformations, and area and volume through real world applications and proof. 
 
306H HONORS ALGEBRA II  FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS  
 HONORS 
Prerequisite: Ninth grade students who took Geometry in eighth grade must have a B or better average in their eighth grade 

Geometry course.  Grades 10 – 12 must meet honors criteria. 
 
Honors Algebra II is designed for students who wish to pursue an academic course in mathematics and whose previous 
performance in math warrants the need for an accelerated and enriched program.  This course will introduce and/or develop skills 
in solving and modeling polynomial functions and discrete mathematics.  The course includes the study of matrices, sequences and 
series, irrational and complex numbers, quadratic equations, polynomial functions, systems of functions and relations, coordinate 
geometry, exponential functions, logarithmic functions, and introductions to circular functions, inverse and periodic functions, and 
conic sections. 
 
308H HONORS ANALYSIS  FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS  
 HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Algebra II; students must meet honors criteria; grades 10 - 12 
 
Honors Analysis is a tenth or eleventh grade course designed to prepare the student for Advanced Placement Calculus.  The course 
explores and extends the study of functions, from polynomial to trigonometric, and relations, including the conic sections, polar 
coordinate, complex numbers, and vectors. 
 
310A ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS I FULL YEAR 5 CRED ITS 
                                                                                                                                                                                             AP   
Prerequisite:  Mathematical Analysis I; students must meet honors criteria; grade 11 or 12 
 
Advanced Placement Calculus I follows the course outline as proposed by the Advanced Placement Committee on Calculus (see 
course objectives).  All students enrolled in the course are expected to take the AP Calculus AB exam. 
 
311A ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS II FULL YEAR 5 CRE DITS 
                                                                                                                                                                                             AP                    
Prerequisite:  AP Calculus I; students must meet honors criteria; grade 11 or 12 
 
Advanced Placement Calculus II follows the course outline as proposed by the Advanced Placement Committee on Calculus.  All 
students enrolled in the course are prepared to take the AP Calculus BC exam. 
 
312A ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS FULL YEAR 5 CRED ITS 
                                                                                                                                                                                             AP  
Prerequisite: Math Analysis I or Honors Analysis; students must meet honors criteria. 
                     
The Advanced Placement Statistics course adheres to the philosophy and methods of modern data analysis.  The topics studied in 
this course are divided into four themes: exploratory analysis, planning a study, probability, and statistical inference.  This course 
follows the outline proposed by the Advanced Placement Committee of the College Board. 
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COLLEGE PREP MATHEMATICS COURSES  
 
3020 ALGEBRA I      FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 
Algebra I explores the study of real number properties and classifications, polynomials and polynomial operations, equations and 
inequalities involving rational, linear, and quadratic expressions, graphs of these equations and inequalities in both one and two 
dimensions, integral exponents, radicals, and an introduction to functions.  Problem solving, reading, student discussion of 
strategies, and use of technology will be applied throughout this course. 
 
3040 GEOMETRY     FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite: C- or better in Algebra I or concurrent enrollment in Math Workshop.  Ninth grade students must repeat Algebra I if 

their final grade in eighth grade Algebra I was a C or lower.)  
 
Geometry is explored using three vehicles:  traditional geometry, coordinate geometry, and transformational geometry. The course 
focuses on the relationships among points, lines, angles, and planes.  The properties of congruence and similarity are explored with 
a variety of geometric figures.  The properties of polygons and circles are investigated, including area and proportional 
relationships.  Some three-dimensional geometry is introduced.  Inductive and deductive reasoning are approached using a variety 
of methods.  Knowledge of Algebra I is applied in geometry. 
 
3060 ALGEBRA II     FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS  
 
Prerequisite: C- or better in Geometry; grades 10-12 
 
Algebra II extends the study begun in Algebra I and applies the knowledge gained in Geometry.  In addition, Algebra II explores 
relations and linear, quadratic, exponential, and logarithmic functions, inverse relations, fractional exponents, and the complex 
number system.  Sequences, series, and concepts of discrete mathematics are also introduced.  Problem solving is applied 
throughout this course. 
 
306C CORE ALGEBRA II      FULL YEAR                          5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Permission from their teacher or Mathematics Department Supervisor; grade 11 or 12 
 
Core Algebra II is an appropriate course for students who may need additional time to process mathematical concepts.   This 
course reinforces both arithmetic and algebraic skills with emphasis on factoring, graphing, and solving equations.  Core Algebra 
II also introduces and/or develops skills in formula transformation, polynomials, rational exponents, functions (linear, quadratic, 
exponential, and logarithmic), matrices, discrete mathematics and problem solving. 
 
3300 ADVANCED ALGEBRA AND DISCRETE    FULL YEAR                          5 CREDITS 
 MATHEMATICS 
 
Prerequisite:  Algebra II or Core Algebra II with teacher or Mathematics Supervisor recommendation, grade 11 or 12 
 
Advanced Algebra and Discrete Mathematics is an application–based course that integrates and extends units of study from 
Algebra II and Discrete Mathematics.  This course is appropriate for students who need additional development in advanced 
algebra concepts before taking Math Analysis I.  Topics include probability, statistics, polynomial, exponential, logarithmic, and 
radical functions, rational expressions, and systems of equations. 
 
3400 MATH ANALYSIS I:     FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS  

Functions, Statistics & Trigonometry 
 
Prerequisite: C- or better in Algebra II, grade 11 or 12 
 
Math Analysis I is an eleventh or twelfth grade mathematics course designed to help prepare the student for calculus at the college 
level.  The course explores and extends the study of functions, from polynomial to trigonometric, and relations, including the 
conics.  Students may not receive credit for Math Analysis I if they have already received credit for Senior Math Topics. 
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3420  SENIOR MATH TOPICS          FULL YEAR           5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite: Algebra II or Core Algebra II, grade 12 
 
Senior Math Topics is designed to prepare students for success in college, career, and beyond. The course reinforces and extends 
the fundamentals of Algebra and Geometry.  The emphasis will be on functions, sequences and series, logarithms, probability and 
statistics, trigonometry, vectors, the polar coordinate system, and conic sections. This course will provide a foundation for more 
advanced courses in mathematics, interspersed with enrichment topics and technology use. Additionally, the objectives of this 
course will prepare students for college placement mathematics exams through an integrated review of essential skills and 
concepts. 
 
3440 CALCULUS                       FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
  
Prerequisite:  C or better in Mathematical Analysis I 
 
Calculus is an in-depth study of functions, derivatives of polynomial, exponential, logarithmic, and circular functions, applications 
of the derivative and differential, integrals involving these functions, and applications of the integral.  
 
3030  ALGEBRA I SEMINAR                  FULL YEAR  3 CREDITS  
3032  GEOMETRY SEMINAR          FULL YEAR  3 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation based on performance in mathematics courses or standardized tests and concurrent 

enrollment in Algebra I or Geometry.  Algebra Seminar is open to only 9th grade students enrolled in Algebra I and 
Geometry Seminar is open to only 10th grade students enrolled in Geometry. 

 
Algebra and Geometry seminar is designed to support the students concurrently enrolled in Algebra I or Geometry who need 
additional time and resources to process mathematics.  The seminar is aligned with topics being covered in the student’s Algebra I 
or Geometry math course, providing in-depth individual instruction and practice.  The course is also formatted to assist students 
with necessary study skills to ensure success in mathematics.  This class meets three days a week for Algebra I students and three 
days a week for Geometry students.    
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PERFORMING ARTS 
COURSE SEQUENCES 
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7460 CONCERT BAND  FULL YEAR (5 days a week) 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Minimum proficiency and experience, and Director's approval. 
 
Concert Band provides instruction and experience in sound instrumental techniques, ensemble discipline, and the understanding 
and appreciation of instrumental literature.  Students are expected to participate in rehearsals and three performances and are given 
opportunities to participate in brass choirs, woodwind ensembles, and percussion ensembles or to perform as soloists.  Auditions 
for All-State and Regional Bands are open to students enrolled in concert band. Concert Band members should schedule 
instrumental music class instruction for credit. 
 
7468                  WIND ENSEMBLE   FULL YEAR                   5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Acceptance by audition 
 
Students in Wind Ensemble will be exposed to a wide variety of wind and percussion literature and a mature standard of 
performance.  Attendance at all rehearsals, sectionals, competitions, and public performances, which include the winter and spring 
evening concerts, are mandatory requirements for this course.  In September, Wind Ensemble students are expected to schedule 
Wind/Percussion Instrumental Lessons with their teacher.  Auditions take place in the spring for the following school year. 
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746H                 HONORS WIND ENSEMBLE                         FULL YEAR                                          5  CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Acceptance by audition; A- average for two years in Concert Band or Wind Ensemble 
 
Third year Wind Ensemble members are offered the option to receive honors status.  Students who begin attending Ridge High 
School in their junior year can be offered Honors credit at the discretion of the Director.  Those students receiving honors credits 
will be responsible for additional course requirements over and above those of Wind Ensemble. 
 
7476                   WIND ENSEMBLE/                         FULL YEAR                                          5 CREDITS 
                           SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
 
Prerequisite:  Acceptance by audition; A- average for two years in Concert Band or Wind Ensemble 
 
This course allows students to have the opportunity to participate in the Symphony Orchestra for two days per week and the Wind 
Ensemble for three days per week.  This combined course requires additional work as the students must learn music for both 
ensembles, and attend all or both ensembles’ performances. 
 
747H                  HONORS WIND ENSEMBLE/                                   FULL YEAR                                           5 CREDITS 
                           SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
 
Prerequisite:  Acceptance by audition; A- average for two years in Concert Band or Wind Ensemble 
 
Third-year Wind Ensemble members are offered the option to receive Honors status.  Students who begin attending Ridge High 
School in their junior or senior year can be offered honors credit at the discretion of the Director.  Those students receiving honors 
credits will be responsible for additional course requirements over and above those of Wind Ensemble.  Auditions take place in the 
fall for the current school year.   
 
7461                   WIND/PERCUSSION                                                   FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT 
                           INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS 
     
Prerequisite:  Concert Band or Wind Ensemble enrollment 
 
Instrumental music class instruction in winds, percussion, and strings provides detailed, intensive, and theoretical training in 
concert band and orchestral literature in small groups. 
 
*Lessons are available for credit 1 day per week. 
 
7470 CHAMBER ORCHESTRA                          FULL YEAR         5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Grade 9 or 10 
 
Chamber Orchestra students perform a wide variety of string orchestra literature.  Students receive training in advanced orchestral 
techniques and perform several concerts per year.  Auditions for All-State and Regional Orchestras are open to eligible students in 
Chamber Orchestra.  Participation in the winter and spring concerts is mandatory for participants in this course.  Students are 
encouraged to schedule instrumental lesson classes where possible for credit. 
 
7472 SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA   FULLYEAR                   5 CREDITS  
 
Prerequisite:  Grade 11 or 12 
 
Symphony Orchestra members perform a wide variety of literature for both string and full symphony orchestra.  Students receive 
training in advanced orchestra techniques, and perform several concerts a year.  Auditions for All-State and Regional Orchestras 
are open to eligible students enrolled in Symphony Orchestra.  Woodwind, brass, and percussion students are invited to audition 
for Symphony Orchestra, as the literature for the class features these instruments in a soloist manner.  Participation in the winter 
and spring concerts is mandatory for participants in this course.  Symphony Orchestra members are encouraged to schedule 
instrumental lesson classes where possible for credit. 
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747H HONORS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA                  FULL YEAR                                           5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A- average for two years in Chamber Orchestra, audition 
 
Third year Symphony Orchestra members are offered the option to receive honors status.  Students who begin attending Ridge 
High School in their junior or senior year can be offered honors credit at the discretion of the Director.  Those students receiving 
honors credits will be responsible for additional course requirements over and above those of Wind Ensemble.  Auditions take 
place in the fall of the current school year.  *Lessons are available for credit 1 day per week.  
 
7463  STRING INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS  FULL YEAR                                           1 CREDIT 
    
Prerequisite:  Chamber or Symphony Orchestra enrollment 
 
Instrumental music class instruction in winds, percussion, and strings provides detailed, intensive, and theoretical training in 
orchestral literature in small groups.   

 
7490 RIDGE CHORALE – 9th AND 10th  FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Girls only, grade 9 or 10 
  
Members of the Ridge Chorale are instructed in the basics of vocal technique and group performance.  Students prepare a variety 
of seasonal literature.  Participation in winter and spring evening concerts is mandatory for this course.  Members of the Ridge 
Chorale are scheduled into Choral Sectionals one day per week during lunch. 
 
7474 CONCERT CHOIR FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS  
 
Prerequisite:  Boys grades 9-12, girls grade 11 or 12 
 
Concert Choir members are exposed to a wide variety of choral styles and performance techniques.  Participation in winter and 
spring evening concerts and CABARET - A Broadway Review is mandatory for participants in this course.  Opportunities to 
audition for the Ridge High School A Cappella Choir, New Jersey All-State Chorus, and Region II Chorus are available to 
members of the Concert Choir.  Members of the Concert Choir are scheduled into Choral Sectionals two days per week during 
lunch. 
 
7494 A CAPPELLA CHOIR                                              FULL YEAR                                           2 CREDITS 
    
Prerequisite:  Acceptance by audition (Honors eligibility after two years of participation) 
 Enrollment in Concert Choir, Ridge Chorale, or Choral Sectionals 
 
A Cappella Choir is available to any student, grades 9-12, who successfully completes all audition requirements.  Students who are 
accepted by audition will be exposed to a wide variety of choral literature and a mature standard of performance. Students 
accepted into the A Cappella Choir must also participate in the Concert Choir or Ridge Chorale by class scheduling or through 
Choral Sectionals.  Attendance at all rehearsals, sectionals, and participation in all public performances, as well as winter and 
spring evening concerts, are mandatory parts of this course.  This course meets one night per week as a zero period for the entire 
school year.  This course is not assigned during scheduling conferences.  It is assigned after acceptance by auditions held in June. 
 
749H HONORS A CAPPELLA CHOIR                            FULL YEAR                                          2 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A- average for two years in Ridge Chorale, Concert Choir, A Cappella Choir or Choral Sectionals     
 
Third year A Cappella Choir members are offered the option to receive honors status.  Students who begin attending Ridge High 
School in their junior year can be offered honors credit at the discretion of the Director.  Those students receiving honors credits 
will be responsible for completing additional course requirements.   
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7483-7486 CHORAL SECTIONALS                                         FULL YEAR                                             1 CREDIT 
    
Prerequisite:  Enrolled in a vocal ensemble 
 
Choral Sectionals are available to any student, grades 9-12, who is interested in performing with the Concert Choir or Ridge 
Chorale and/or those students who are already enrolled in these ensembles, providing an opportunity for full-year participation in 
the RHS Choral Program. In addition to concert repertoire, this class explores the study of proper vocal technique and basic music 
skills. Students are also trained for solo performance. Those who participate in Choral Sectionals are required to participate in their 
respective ensembles for the winter and spring choral concerts (Ridge Chorale and Concert Choir).  Choral Sectionals are 
scheduled during lunch periods and study halls (scheduling is done in September or the fall semester and in January for the spring 
semester).  Choral Sectional classes are available for credit 1 - 5 days per week. This class is not assigned during scheduling 
conferences. 
 
7487  MUSIC THEORY                      ONE SEMESTER                    2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Knowledge of note names, note values, scales, and key signatures. Students should also have a working knowledge   
  of the keyboard. 
 
Music Theory provides students with intensive study in aspects of harmony including progressions, part writing, and analysis. 
 
7495                    ENJOYMENT OF MUSIC                                      ONE SEMESTER                  2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None  
 
Enjoyment of Music is an overview of the evolution and history of music.  Students will study the different periods of music and 
starting from Medieval Music and Gregorian chant, through the Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic and Modern periods, 
with an emphasis on how each of the periods affect the music today. 
 
7301  DANCE  I                             ONE SEMESTER                     2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
As an introductory overview of dance, Dance I introduces students to different genres of dance (ballet, modern, jazz and multi-
cultural dance).  Students will learn about the history of dance through the aforementioned genres.  This course introduces 
improvisation and choreography, thereby, addressing concerns of aesthetics in dance.  This course uses demonstration, discussion, 
small and large group activities and performance as methods of learning.  Dance I is available for Physical credit, as well as a Fine 
Art credit.  No dance experience is necessary to register for this course.   
 
7303  DANCE  II                             ONE SEMESTER                     2.5 CREDITS 
 
Dance II builds upon the knowledge gained in the Dance I course.  Students will acquire a deeper understanding of various genres 
of dance.  Students will d1elve into the history of dance and learn about the ideas, beliefs, cultures and feelings of humankind as 
communicated through movement.  Students will partake in more complex improvisation and choreography assignments, 
therefore, challenging their critical thinking and analytical skills.  Students will also learn about notating dances.  This course uses 
demonstration, discussion, small and large group activities and performance as methods of learning. Dance is available for a Fine 
Art credit.    
 
7321  THEATER I     ONE SEMESTER      2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Theater I will expose students to the major elements of the theatre world on an introductory level.  It will focus on acting, voice 
production and movements, set and costume design, and develop skills in each area.  Theater I will involve discussion, 
demonstration, small and large group activities, performance and performance-sharing sessions.  It will address concerns of 
aesthetics, criticism and history, as well as performance. 
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7323  THEATER II     ONE SEMESTER     2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Theater I:  Introduction to Theater 
 
Theater II will continue the development of acting skills and techniques learned  the prerequisite course, providing the student with 
a greater understanding of theater’s influence on today’s culture.   
 
An in-depth examination of performance styles will include comedy, improvisation, modern acting methods, on-camera acting, 
and audition technique.  Theater II students may work on individual projects in stage management, scenic design, lighting 
costumes, or sound.  Opportunities for directing and playwriting will also be explored. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION, HEALTH, AND AUTO SAFETY  
 
Students will be enrolled in physical education courses for three marking periods each year and health education for one marking 
period according to the following schedule: 
 
HEALTH   9:                           FRESHMAN HEALTH                                                                   (3rd marking period) 
HEALTH 10:                           AUTO SAFETY                                                                                (1st marking period) 
HEALTH 11:                           STANDARD FIRST AID AND PERSONAL SAFETY                (4th marking period) 
HEALTH 12:                           FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION                                                         (2nd marking period) 
 
Freshman Health is the study of selected contemporary health issues relevant to the ninth grade student.  These topics include 
wellness, nutrition, fitness, sexually transmitted diseases, cancer, smoking, stress, mental health, teenage suicide, sexual 
harassment, alcohol and other drugs. 
 
Auto Safety consists of the New Jersey State required classroom instruction in driver education:  the basic principles of safe 
driving.  Emphasis is on qualities of a good driver, laws of nature, driving environments, road courtesy, the state laws of safe 
driving, appreciation for preventive maintenance, and the development of sound, safe driving attitudes.  In addition, students will 
be exposed to a variety of behavior counseling services, including suicide prevention, within the school and community to enhance 
the development and maintenance of a healthy lifestyle free from physical, emotional and mental ailments. 
 
Upon completion of the Standard First Aid & Personal Safety course, the student will be able to identify ways to prevent injury or 
illness, recognize when an emergency has occurred, follow emergency action steps and provide basic care for injury or sudden 
illness until the victim can receive emergency medical help. 
 
 The purpose of senior year Family Life Education is to reinforce material covered in previous years on topics including, 
reproductive systems, diseases associated with the reproductive systems, sexual harassment and relationships.  Information on 
pregnancy, birth, parenting, genetics and contraception will be presented.  New Jersey content-specific mandated topics would also 
be discussed to include:  abstinence, sexual assault prevention, bullying prevention and domestic violence education. 
 
 FRESHMAN PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Physical Education is a New Jersey State requirement for graduation.  The state mandates all students demonstrate proficiency in a 
variety of skills and physical education/academic areas for the successful completion of this requirement.  Every student must 
participate in physical education while enrolled in the high school.  The program consists of a variety of team and individual 
problem solving and fitness activities.  Ninth grade students must take one marking period of Project Adventure within Physical 
Education. 
 
 SOPHOMORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Prerequisite:  Grade 10 
 
Physical Education is a New Jersey State requirement for graduation.  The state mandates all students demonstrate proficiency in a 
variety of skills and physical education/academic areas for the successful completion of this requirement.  Every student must 
participate in physical education while enrolled in the high school.  The program consists of a variety of team and individual 
problem solving and fitness activities.  Activities are selected by the student on an elective basis when possible.  
 
 JUNIOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
  
Prerequisite:  Grade 11 
 
Physical Education is a New Jersey State requirement for graduation.  The state mandates all students demonstrate proficiency in a 
variety of skills and physical education/academic areas for the successful completion of this requirement.  Every student must 
participate in physical education while enrolled in the high school.  The program consists of a variety of team and individual 
problem solving and fitness activities.  Activities are selected by the student on an elective basis when possible. 
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SENIOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
  
Prerequisite:  Grade 12 
 
Physical Education is a New Jersey State requirement for graduation.  The state mandates all students demonstrate proficiency in a 
variety of skills and physical education/academic areas for the successful completion of this requirement.  Every student must 
participate in physical education while enrolled in the high school.  The program consists of a variety of team and individual 
problem solving and fitness activities.  Activities are selected by the student on an elective basis when possible. 
 
ALTERNATE PHYSICAL EDUCATION    
 
Prerequisite: Students must be a participant in an interscholastic sport 
 
Students who participate in an interscholastic sport may apply for the Program of Alternate Physical Education.  Students in this 
program will be assigned a study hall during the regular physical education class for one marking period.  They will be graded by 
the athletic coach on a pass/fail basis according to the requirements of the core content standards curriculum. 
 

*     *     * 
 
Students who have the availability in their schedule to take five (5) days of Health/Physical Education must do so.  These students 
will receive 1.25 credits per marking period.  Students who qualify for four (4) days of Health/Physical Education due to a science 
lab period will receive 1.0 credit per marking period.  Students must successfully complete (passing grade) two marking periods of 
Physical Education to fulfill the requirements.  Students are required to participate in three quarters of Physical Education.  
Students must successfully complete (passing grade) one quarter of Health for each year of attendance in high school. 
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SCIENCE 
 

COURSE SEQUENCES 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

DISSECTION OPT-OUT NOTICE 
 

This notice is to make you aware of legislation allowing public school students to choose not to participate in certain experiments 
involving animals.  Public school pupils from kindergarten through grade 12 may refuse to dissect, vivisect, incubate, capture or 
otherwise harm or destroy animals or any parts thereof as part of a course of instruction. The law requires schools to provide 
alternative education projects for those students who choose to “opt out” of these activities. 
 
Schools are required to notify pupils and their parents or guardians of a pupil’s right to decline to dissect, vivisect, incubate, 
capture or otherwise harm or destroy animals or any parts thereof as part of a course of instruction.  
If you wish to have your son or daughter “opt out” of these experiences you must notify the school district, in writing, within 2 
weeks from the start of the school year.  Please be aware that, due to issues with the coordination and purchasing of materials for 
alternate lessons on a district wide level, no exceptions will be made to this date. 
 

Check Program of 
Studies for course 

prerequisites. 

 
AP Physics I 

CP Physics 
(conceptual) 

CP Biology 
(conceptual) 

CP Chemistry 
(conceptual) 

Forensic 
Science 

Electives available 
after a course in 

Physics is completed 
or taken 

concurrently. 

Genetics 
Principles 
and Issues  

 

AP 
*Chemistry 

*Biology 
*Environmental 

Science 

 

9th grade 10th grade 11th grade 11th and 
12th grades 

CP Chemistry 
(mathematical) 

CP Physics 
(mathematical) 

Honors  
Biology 

Honors  
Chemistry 

Honors  
Physics 

CP Biology 
(mathematical) 

 
AP Physics II 

CP 
Environmental 

Science 

Please note for the 2009 -2010 school year:  Students taking AP Biology, AP C hemistry, AP 
Environmental Science, AP Physics and AP Physics II  must take a study hall in order to 

accommodate two lab periods during the week. 
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120C COLLEGE PREPARATORY  FULL YEAR 6 CREDITS 
BIOLOGY (C)  

 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
College Preparatory Biology (C) is a conceptual-based first year Biology course that is targeted for students who enjoy science and 
may require additional reinforcement to be successful. Emphasis will be on student awareness of biological principles and the 
scientific method of experimentation. Course topics include an overview of: Scientific Method, Characteristics of Living Things, 
Ecology, Chemistry of Life, Cell Structure and Function, Photosynthesis, Genetics, Biotechnology, Evolution, Viruses and 
Bacteria, and Plant and Animal systems. Active learning strategies to develop analytical, problem solving, and decision making 
skills will be used throughout this course and are demonstrated through the use of: study guides, graphic organizers, teacher 
demonstrations, cooperative learning groups, Internet-based research projects, web-quests, weekly laboratory activities, and 
student presentations. 
 
120M COLLEGE PREPARATORY  FULL YEAR                                          6 CREDITS 

BIOLOGY (M)   
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
The College Preparatory Mathematical Biology course is targeted for students who excel in science and math, and enjoy a 
challenging learning environment. This course provides students with in-depth study and analysis of biological concepts.  Course 
topics include: Scientific Method, Characteristics of Living Things, Ecology, Chemistry of Life, Cell Structure and Function, 
Photosynthesis, Genetics, Biotechnology, Evolution, Viruses and Bacteria, and Plant and Animal systems.  Active learning 
strategies to develop analytical, problem solving, and decision making skills will be used throughout this course and are 
demonstrated through the use of: study guides, graphic organizers, teacher demonstrations, cooperative learning groups, Internet-
based research projects, web-quests, weekly laboratory activities, and student presentations.  Finally, this course shall provide the 
opportunity for each student to consider potential careers in the field of science.  
 
120H HONORS BIOLOGY  FULL YEAR 6 CREDITS 
                                                                                                                                                                                        HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Must meet Honors Criteria 
 
Honors Biology is a study of biology for students who are able to learn and work independently, at a faster pace and deeper level 
than required in College Preparatory Biology (M).  Emphasis will be placed on understanding biological concepts, application of 
facts, and mathematical analysis of information in both laboratory and class work.  Topics covered will be cellular/molecular 
biology, ecology, evolution, classic genetics, biotechnology, and organism systems and interactions.  Successful students are 
prepared for and expected to take the SAT II test in Biology. 
 
120A ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY FULL YEAR 7 CREDITS  
 AP 
 
Prerequisite:  Juniors must concurrently enroll in Honors Physics or AP Physics I:  seniors must be qualified to enroll in an honors 
level science course.  
 
Advanced Placement Biology is an intensive approach to the study of biology.  The course features a college level text, 
sophisticated laboratory work, and technology.  It is designed for those who will go on to study the sciences or pre-medicine.  Two 
main goals of AP Biology are to help students develop a conceptual framework for modern biology and to help students gain an 
appreciation for science as a process.  Topics studied include cell structure and function, biochemistry, cellular energetics, 
heredity, molecular genetics, evolutionary biology, diversity of organisms, structure and function of plants and animals, and 
ecology.  Students will submit written laboratory reports and will complete a variety of both written and oral assignments.  
Successful students are prepared for and are expected to take the Advanced Placement test in Biology. 

 
130C COLLEGE PREPARATORY                        FULL YEAR 6 CREDITS 

CHEMISTRY (C)  
 
Prerequisite:  Any Biology 
 
College Preparatory Chemistry (C) Conceptual establishes a basic approach to the fundamentals of chemistry. The following 
concepts will be explored: atomic structure, chemical bonding, chemical reactions, the periodic table, kinetic theory, gas laws, 
polarity, acids and bases, dimensional analysis, mole concept, and simple organic compounds.  The use of technology to gather 
and analyze data will be incorporated.  This course is concept orientated with a focus on Chemistry in the real w6orld.  Laboratory 
work and special projects will facilitate active learning and accommodate different learning styles. 



 

45 

130M COLLEGE PREPARATORY                        FULL YEAR 6 CREDITS 
CHEMISTRY (M)  

 
Prerequisite:  Any Biology  
 
College Preparatory Chemistry (M) is an introduction to basic chemical principles and concepts: scientific method and inquiry, 
matter and energy, atomic structure, the Periodic Table, chemical bonding, chemical reactions, mole concept, stoichiometry, 
chemistry in the gas phase and aqueous solutions, acids and bases, and nuclear chemistry.  Emphasis will be placed on 
mathematical skills as well as reasoning skills necessary in problem solving.  Instruction relies on students’ algebraic skills in 
mathematical problem solving.  Laboratory work, written reports and the use of technology to gather and analyze data are 
emphasized. 
 
130H HONORS CHEMISTRY  FULL YEAR 6 CREDITS 
 HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Honors or College Preparatory Biology (M) 
 
Honors Chemistry is an intensive mathematical and experimental approach to the study of chemical concepts: atomic structure, 
bonding, solutions, equilibrium, kinetics, oxidation/reduction, stoichiometry, classification and description of compounds and 
reactions, and energy relationships in chemical change.  Students are expected to apply and manipulate mathematical equations 
with little or no assistance.  Weekly laboratory reports, use of technology to gather and analyze data, daily problem solving 
assignments, and related reading and writing are features of the instructional approach.  Emphasis will be placed on preparation for 
Advanced Placement Chemistry as this course is intended for students interested in pursuing science at the college level.  
Successful students are prepared for and expected to take the SAT II test. 
 
130A ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY FULL YEAR 7 CREDI TS 
  AP 
Prerequisite:  Juniors must concurrently enroll in Honors Physics or AP Physics I; seniors must be qualified to enroll in an honors 
level science course. 
 
Chemistry AP is designed to be equivalent to a first-year college chemistry course for students who plan to major in science. 
Students are strongly encouraged to take Honors Chemistry and have advanced math skills before taking AP Chemistry.  
 
A college level text is used for the course and advanced laboratory techniques are used to collect and analyze data. Students gain a 
depth and competence in chemistry beyond their first year course in high school. Students are prepared for and expected to 
take the Advanced Placement test for Chemistry. 
 
Topics studied are: atomic theory and structure, bonding, reactions in solutions, gases, liquids and solids, thermodynamics, 
kinetics, equilibrium, acids and bases, electrochemistry, nuclear chemistry and descriptive chemistry.  Students will gain an 
awareness of the relationship of chemistry to the real world through class discussions, laboratory activities and class presentations. 
These activities will require the students to use advanced analytical and critical thinking skills as they acquire an increased 
understanding of chemistry and the role of chemistry in their world. 
 
Weekly laboratory activities develop problem-solving skills, introduce laboratory procedures and apply a variety of analytical 
techniques used in real world situations. Typical labs include determining the formula of a compound, determining the rates and 
order of a chemical reaction, determination of equilibrium constants of acids and bases as well as a variety of other experiments 
related to the current topic in class.  
 
Techniques developed in the laboratory include classical laboratory procedures such as titrations, as well the use of 
computer controlled sensors to collect and analyze experimental data.  
 
140C COLLEGE PREPARATORY  FULL YEAR 6 CREDITS 

PHYSICS (C) 
 
Prerequisite:  Any Chemistry 
 
Students must have successfully completed high school biology and chemistry, and have a basic proficiency in mathematics 
through Algebra I.  Students may be concurrently enrolled in a science elective; however, they should be aware that this is a 
rigorous course and balance their schedules accordingly. 
  
College Preparatory Physics (C) is primarily a conceptual approach to the study of physics.  Mathematics will be at a more basic 
level than that in College Preparatory Physics (M) and problem solving will emphasize conceptual application of the principles of 
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physics.  Students will study mechanics, the laws of motion, properties of matter, heat, sound, light and electromagnetic radiation, 
electricity and magnetism, nuclear and modern physics.  Laboratory work and the use of technology to gather and manipulate data 
will be implemented throughout the course.  Instructor demonstrations, hands-on activities and special projects will facilitate active 
learning and accommodate different learning styles. 
 
140M COLLEGE PREPARATORY  FULL YEAR 6 CREDITS 

PHYSICS (M) 
 
Prerequisite:  Any Chemistry, Students must have a basic proficiency in mathematics through Algebra I.   
 
College Preparatory Physics (M) is a basic college preparatory physics course.  Experimental methods, laboratory techniques, 
technology, and mathematical problem solving are emphasized.  Topics include:  mechanics, wave motion, sound and light, 
electricity and magnetism.  A course in mathematical physics will give students the opportunity for an interdisciplinary study of 
science and its practical applications.  In this course, students will investigate various aspects of physics using authentic and hands-
on techniques wherever possible.  Analysis of computer simulations and laboratory activities will also be utilized.  Students 
enrolling in CP Physics Mathematical will enhance their general science skills with and emphasis on critical thinking.  Some of the 
activities and assessments are meant to be collaborative and project-or problem-based in order to create a more relevant “real-
world” experience and prepare the student for future participation in the scientific community.  Scientific writing and data analysis 
using results from lab activities will be encouraged.  Finally, this course will help students become aware of the many different 
career opportunities in the fields of physics. 
  
140H HONORS PHYSICS                                      FULL YEAR                               6 CREDITS 
 HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Honors or College Preparatory Chemistry (M) 
 
Honors Physics is a mathematical and experimental approach to the study of physical phenomena.  Emphasis is placed on 
understanding underlying concepts and applying this understanding to physical phenomena.  The following topics are addressed:  
linear and projectile motion, Newton’s Laws, circular motion, torque, gravitation, conservation of energy and momentum, impulse, 
periodic motion, sound, wave theory, electromagnetic waves, the laws of thermodynamics, electrostatics, field theory, circuits, 
electromagnetic induction, and nuclear forces.  Successful students are expected to submit weekly in-depth laboratory reports and 
substantial numbers of problem solutions.  Successful students are prepared for and expected to take the SAT Subject Test in 
Physics. 
 
140A ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS I                FULL YEAR                                          7 CREDITS 
                                                                                                                                                                                                   AP 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of a B- or better in Honors Chemistry or a grade of A- or better in College Preparatory Chemistry (M).  It is 
strongly recommended that students have successfully completed Algebra II. 
 
Successful Advanced Placement Physics I students develop analytical problem-solving skills in the areas common to college level 
introductory physics courses: measurement and laboratory techniques, mechanics, thermodynamics, sound and wave motion, light, 
electricity and magnetism, and atomic and nuclear physics.  Regular submission of problem solutions and laboratory reports 
requiring technological and mathematical analysis is expected of students.  Successful students are prepared for and expected 
to take the Advanced Placement test in Physics (Level B).  This course will also prepare students to take the SAT Subject 
Test in Physics.   
 
144A ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS II              FULL YEAR                                           7 CREDITS 
 AP 
Prerequisite:  A grade of B- or better in Advanced Placement Physics I or Honors Physics and concurrent enrollment in or 
completion of Calculus. 
 
Advanced Placement Physics II requires students to apply calculus to the study of classical mechanics and electromagnetism.  
Analytical and original laboratory investigations and a high level of independence in mathematical problem solving are expected 
of students.  Successful students are prepared for and are expected to take the Advanced Placement exam in Physics – “AP 
Physics C-Mechanics” and “AP Physics C-Electromagnetism.”  
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1402 COLLEGE PREPARATORY                         FULL YEAR                                          6 CREDITS 
                             ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
 
Prerequisite:  Students need to have completed Biology, Chemistry, and Physics; Physics can be taken concurrently. 
 
Environmental Science is an interdisciplinary science studying how living organisms interact with the environment, and how 
humans affect Earth’s support systems. We will investigate various options for solving past, present, and future environmental 
issues. Students will perform various indoor and outdoor activities in order to learn about the local environment in Basking Ridge.  
Laboratory work and the use of technology to gather and manipulate data will be implemented throughout the course.  This course 
will not prepare students to take the AP Test in Environmental Science. 
 
132A ADVANCED PLACEMENT                         FULL YEAR                                          7 CREDITS 

                   ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AP 
 
Prerequisite:  Juniors must be concurrently enrolled in Honors Physics or AP Physics I; seniors must be qualified to enroll in an 
honors level science course. 
 
Advanced Placement Environmental Science is an intensive interdisciplinary course that incorporates a wide variety of topics from 
diverse areas of study that include:  earth science, biology, chemistry, physics, environmental studies, and geology.  Students will 
study the interrelationships of the natural world, identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and man-made, 
evaluate the risks associated with these problems, and examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them.  
Fundamental skills emphasized are experimental design and execution, analyzing and modeling data, using technology to gather, 
organize, and analyze data and critical data interpretation.  Various media resources are used to keep current in the field of 
environmental science.  
 
The course includes a laboratory and/or field investigation component.  A minimum of two class periods or the equivalent per 
week is spent engaged in laboratory and/or field work.  Successful students are prepared for and are expected to take the 
Advanced Placement test in Environmental Science. 
 
154H HONORS RESEARCH I                        FULL YEAR                                          3 CREDITS 
                                                                                                                                                                                       HONORS 
 
Prerequisite:  At least 10th grade standing and concurrent enrollment in an AP, Honors or College Preparatory (M) science course. 
  
Students will pursue two detailed investigations into a scientific topic to be determined by the class with the approval of the 
instructor for each marking period.  Students will perform independent and guided research, conduct experiments when 
appropriate and prepare presentations and reports.  Topics in the past have included:  Controlled fusion, high energy particle 
physics, electromagnetic waves and the physics of automobiles.   
 
156H HONORS RESEARCH II                        FULL YEAR 3 CREDITS 
 HONORS 
 
Prerequisite:  At least 11th grade standing and concurrent enrollment in an AP, Honors or College Preparatory (M) science course,                  
successful completion of Research I 
 
Research II continues the research skills begun in Research I.  Students design research projects involving a higher level of 
scientific and conceptual knowledge than expected in Research I.  Students extend their use of statistical sampling and modeling.  
They use computers to collect and analyze data and develop models.   
 
1610                   GENETICS: PRINCIPLES AND ISSUES                  FULL YEAR                                        5 CREDITS 
                
Prerequisite:  Students must have successfully completed high school biology and chemistry, and have a basic proficiency in                  
mathematics through Algebra I.  Students may be concurrently enrolled in physics, however they should be aware that this is a 
rigorous academic course and balance their schedules accordingly 
 
Genetics is one of the most dynamic and exciting fields of science today. This academic elective will explore both classical and 
modern genetics and help students connect the science of genetics to current events and bioethical issues.  Extensive coverage of 
genetic principles including patterns of inheritance, linkage and chromosome mapping, and regulation of gene expression will be 
provided and linked to societal issues through regular discussions and debates.  Additionally, weekly laboratory activities will 
emphasize problem-solving skills and offer interactive experience with genetic technology to illustrate the nature of scientific 
discovery.  Students should expect daily written assignments and weekly lab reports in addition to regular in-class activities and 
assessments.   
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1620 FORENSIC SCIENCE                    FULL YEAR                                        5 CREDITS 
           
Prerequisite:  Students must have successfully completed high school biology and chemistry.  Physics may be taken concurrently. 
  
This academic elective will introduce students to forensic science.  Emphasis will be placed on various analytical methods.  The 
course will also teach introductory organic chemistry for the systematic identification of chemical compounds.  The course will 
involve the documentation of a crime scene, and the examination of physical evidence such as glass, soil, fibers and tracks.  
Identification of unknown compounds will be discussed using techniques such as chromatography, infrared spectroscopy and mass 
spectroscopy.  Functional groups of organic compounds will be determined using various diagnostic methods.  The importance of 
DNA evidence and other methods of tissue analysis will be discussed and utilized.  Students will enhance their general science 
skills with an emphasis on deductive reasoning, critical thinking and problem solving.  The students will be able to make unbiased 
observations and propose reasonable explanations only after assessing all aspects of a forensic problem.  The course will 
encourage collaborative teamwork and precise communication.  Finally, this course shall help students become aware of the many 
different career opportunities in the fields of science.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

COURSE SEQUENCES 
 
 

 
  

World  
History 

American Studies 
or 

American History 

History of US 
Government / 

Economics 

World 
History 
Honors 

Hon American Studies 
or 

Hon American History 
 

 

AP US Politics / 
Macro 

9th grade 

10th grade 

11th grade 

Semester Electives: 
 

History of the Middle East (11,12) 
Holocaust and Human Behavior (11,12) 

Non-Western Cultures (12) 
Psychology (10, 11, 12) 
*Sociology (10, 11, 12) 

Full-Year Electives: 
 

AP United States History (12) 
AP European History (10, 11, 12) 

AP Psychology (11, 12) 
Challenges of Democracy (12) 

 

    OR 

    OR 

OR 

 

*CP and Honors Sociology are offered concurrently.  The course will be heterogeneously grouped.  Students who meet the Ridge Honors 
Criteria may opt to earn honors credit in this course and will be required to make their selection in September.  Honors students will earn 
honors credit for the course by meeting the additional course requirements (see course description for more information). 

By following appropriate procedures, stude nts may elect to move between the College 
Prep and Honors / AP tracks.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
 NOTE: 

In order to fulfill New Jersey State graduation requirements in social studies: 
 

1. All 9th grade students must take either World History or World History Honors. 
 

2. All 10th grade students must take American Studies, Honors American Studies, 
American History, or Honors American History. 

 
3. All students must complete a third year of social studies at some time during their 

junior and/or senior year.  Options for the third year are a full year of History of U.S. 
Government and Economics or History of U.S. Government and Economics Honors.  
Students may also take a full year of Advanced Placement U.S. Government and 
Economics in place of Honors/College Prep History of U.S. Government and 
Economics. 

  
 
5100 WORLD HISTORY  FULL YEAR             5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
World History examines critical issues bearing on the world today and the world of the past in light of the differences and 
commonalities among world civilizations.  Through the lens of the social sciences, this course encourages an understanding of the 
uniqueness and interdependence of world civilizations.  The course also prepares students to analyze world issues from an 
informed, open-minded, and democratic perspective. 
 
510H HONORS WORLD HISTORY  FULL YEAR  5 CREDITS 
   HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Student must meet Ridge High School Honors Criteria. 
 
World History Honors is an advanced course examining the historical development of the commonalities and differences among 
world civilizations.  The course emphasizes analysis of primary source materials and evaluation of historical interpretations; it also 
aims to bring a historical perspective to bear on understanding the state of the world today.  The pace of an honors class is faster, 
with higher expectations for students to work independently with less teacher guidance and oversight.  Honors students are not 
only required to read more, but also to respond to and write about history with increased depth of thought and analysis.  Topics are 
covered in greater depth, with an emphasis on the application of the student’s knowledge and understanding of the course material. 
 
5200 AMERICAN HISTORY  FULL YEAR          5 CREDITS  
  
Prerequisite:  Grade 10     
 
Students will develop skill in the social studies as they immerse themselves in a chronologically thematic study of American 
history.  The first semester focuses on major pre-twentieth century themes:  revolution, nationalism, slavery, westward migration, 
sectionalism, and industrialization.  The second semester features themes central to the twentieth century:  immigration, 
urbanization, political and social reform, economic depression, and the emergence of the United States as a world power.  Students 
will develop their ability to analyze the events of American history as they engage in reading, writing, discussion, debate, and 
research about the topics and themes identified. 
 
520H HONORS AMERICAN HISTORY  FULL YEAR           5  CREDITS 
   HONORS   
Prerequisite:  Students must meet Ridge High School Honors Criteria. Grade 10   
 
This survey course traces the development of the American experience from colonial times to the present in an effort to answer the 
question, “What makes America unique?”  The social and cultural elements of American history that are most relevant to 
contemporary issues are examined.  The first semester focuses on major pre-twentieth century themes:  revolution, nationalism, 
slavery, westward migration, sectionalism, and industrialization.  The second semester features themes central to the twentieth 
century:  immigration, urbanization, political and social reform, economic depression and the emergence of the United States as a 
world power.  Students are actively involved in reading and discussion of primary and secondary sources, map and graph analysis, 
and research to enhance their learning.  The Honors student must be capable of independent work and complete a community 
service component. 
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2240 AMERICAN STUDIES  FULL YEAR           10 CREDITS 
  
Prerequisite:  Grade 10  
 
American Studies provides an interdisciplinary overview of the political, social, cultural, and literary heritage of the United States 
from colonial to contemporary times.  In particular, the course examines the connections between history and literature. This team-
taught course emphasizes the analysis of primary source materials, the application of critical thinking abilities, and cooperative-
collaborative student projects.  Students engage in a variety of writing activities culminating with a portfolio assessment.  Students 
complete summer readings in preparation for the course.  Students will receive one integrated ten (10) credit grade for the course. 
 
224H HONORS AMERICAN STUDIES  FULL YEAR           10 CREDITS 
                                                                   HONORS   
 
Prerequisite:  Students must meet Ridge High School Honors Criteria in language arts and social studies. Grade 10  
 
Honors American Studies offers a historical and philosophical approach to American history and literature from Puritanism to the 
present.  The course aims to highlight the relationship between historic events and literary trends.  This team-taught course 
emphasizes the analysis of primary source materials, the application of critical thinking abilities, and the collaboration of 
cooperative group projects.  As part of the course requirements, students write primary and secondary research papers, perform 
literary analyses, deliver oral presentations, compose newspaper articles, perform community service, and role-play events from 
history.  All written work culminates in a portfolio assignment.  Students in Honors American Studies complete assigned reading 
to foster the development of common background as well as the ability to read independently.  Students will receive one 
integrated ten (10) credit grade for the course. 
 
5320 HISTORY OF U.S. GOVERNMENT FULL YEAR             5 CREDITS 
 AND ECONOMICS  
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
History of U.S. Government and Economics examines the origins and development of the principles and practices of the political 
and economic systems in the United States.  The relationship between our political and economic systems is highlighted. Topics 
examined include: the nature of government, national, state, and local government in the U.S., comparative government systems, 
political parties, interest groups, citizen participation, examination of fiscal and monetary policy, supply and demand, resource 
allocation and use, income distribution, business cycles, and the relationship between politics and the economy. 
 
540A ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED FULL YEAR             5 CREDITS 
 STATES HISTORY                           AP 
 
Prerequisite:  Open to seniors who have completed World History, American Studies or American History, and History of U.S.       

Government and Economics (CP or Honors) or AP U.S. Politics and Macroeconomics.  Students must also meet 
Honors Criteria.   

 
Advanced Placement United States History is a college level course focusing on historical problems, materials, and methods in the 
study of United States history.  The course enables students to analyze historical issues and events in light of competing 
interpretations and the best available evidence.  The course prepares students to take the Advanced Placement examination in 
United States History. 
 
542A ADVANCED PLACEMENT U.S. POLITICS/  FULL YEAR            5 CREDITS  
 AP MACROECONOMICS                                                                            AP     
 
Prerequisite:  Ridge High School Honors Criteria, completion of World History, American Studies or American History, Algebra 

II or concurrent enrollment in Math Analysis. 
 
Advanced Placement United States Politics and Macroeconomics is a course that serves two main goals:  to prepare students for 
the U.S. Politics and Macroeconomics AP exams and to integrate the ideas of government and economics into a cohesive 
framework.  To meet these ends, units were devised to create a coherent look at government and economics in the United States so 
that students will be proficient in each individual subject for the purpose of taking the AP exams.  Each individual unit alos has 
and integration component that asks students to see relationships between the economic and political systems in the United States.  
This course fulfills New Jersey state law for high school graduation. 
 
NOTE:  Students will be encouraged to take the AP exams. 



 

52 

544A ADVANCED PLACEMENT FULL YEAR          5 CREDIT S 
 EUROPEAN HISTORY                                                  AP 
 
Prerequisite: Ridge High School Honors Criteria and completion of World History, Grades 11-12.  Alternate prerequisite:  students 

in Grade 10 must have earned an A- or better in Honors World History.   
 
The course emphasizes the development of critical reading, oral participation, research and analytical writing skills in preparation 
for the Advanced Placement Examination in European History. The goals for the AP program in European History are to develop 
(a) an understanding of the principal themes in modern European history, (b) an ability to analyze historical evidence, and (c) an 
ability to analyze and to express historical understanding in writing.  The following themes will be treated in the course:  
intellectual and cultural history, political and diplomatic history, and social and economic history.  Upon completion of the course, 
students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of basic chronology and major events and trends from approximately 1450 to the 
present, or from the High Renaissance to the very recent past. 
 
555A ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY FULL YEAR  5 CRE DITS 
                AP   
                                                
Prerequisite:  No course prerequisite.  The student must meet Ridge High School Honors Criteria and may be asked to produce an 

acceptable writing sample.  Alternate prerequisite:  the student must have earned a grade of B+ or higher in the one 
semester elective in Psychology.  Open to grades 11 and 12.  (Note: Successful completion of the introductory 
Psychology course is recommended, but is not a prerequisite for AP Psychology.) 

 
The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental 
processes of human beings. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of 
the major sub-fields within psychology.  They also learn about the methods psychologists use in their science and practice. The 
Advanced Placement Program in psychology is offered to qualified students who wish to complete studies in secondary school 
equivalent to an introductory college course in psychology.  Students will be prepared to take the AP Examination given in May 
each year.  
 
5400 CHALLENGES OF DEMOCRACY  FULL YEAR  5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Completion of World History, American Studies/American History, and U.S. Government and Economics, grade 12. 
 
Challenges of Democracy focuses on the enduring challenges of striving to balance the democratic ideals of freedom, order, and 
equality in contemporary America.  The focus includes both foreign and domestic policy.  Specifically the students will 
investigate controversial topics such as:  homeland security, media, affirmative action, welfare, the death penalty, immigration, 
free speech, gun control, education, foreign aid, and human rights.  Students analyze the issues in the context of democratic 
principles, and develop and defend their own opinions through various course activities such as essays, debates, discussions, and 
projects. 
 
5402 NON-WESTERN CULTURES  ONE SEMESTER  2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Completion of World History, American Studies/American History, and U.S. Government and Economics, grade 12. 
 
As the world becomes more interdependent, knowledge of other cultures has become increasingly important.  This 
course examines the major cultures in the world outside Europe and the United States with a particular focus on Japan, China, 
the Middle East, India, and Africa.  These diverse and exciting cultures will be studied in depth by concentrating on art, 
architecture, religion, philosophy, music, social and economic structure, food, government, language, and literature.  Global issues 
within each region, as well as the role each country plays in world affairs, will be addressed.  
 



 

53 

 
5551 SOCIOLOGY  ONE SEMESTER  2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Students must be in grades 10-12 
 
Sociology is the study of people and their relationship to the groups that influence them.  This semester-long academic elective 
introduces students to a broad field of study that examines the society in which we live and helps students to define their role 
within that society.  Using sociological terminology and theory, the following topics will be covered:  culture; socialization; social 
stratification & inequality; deviance, crime & social control; and social institutions.  Sociological research and literature as well as 
student observations and experiments will be employed to examine social behavior and social issues.  Student participation in 
simulations, demonstrations, and both formal and informal discussion is strongly emphasized.  As a culminating course activity, 
each student will design and implement an original research project.  
 

SOCIOLOGY HONORS OPTION  ONE SEMESTER        2.5 CREDITS  
                      HONORS 
 

Prerequisite:   The student must meet Ridge High School Honors Criteria.  Students must be in grades 10-12. 
 
 

CP and Honors Sociology are offered concurrently.  Students may opt to take Sociology for honors credit.  In order to earn honors 
credit, students will be required to complete an in-depth analysis of a social issue related to course topics (see description above).  
Over the course of the semester, students will work independently to examine a social issue from a sociological perspective.  
Students will also conduct original and independent research.   
 
5553 PSYCHOLOGY  ONE SEMESTER  2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Students must be in grades 10-12 
 
The purpose of this course is to familiarize and expose students to the scientific study of human behavior and mental processes.  
The primary goal of this course is to parallel the five domains outlined by the American Psychological Association directives:  
methods, biopsychological                                               
, developmental, cognitive, and variations in individual and group behavior.  The secondary goal of this course is to show practical 
applications of psychological concepts to the everyday lives of adolescents. 
 
5559  HOLOCAUST AND HUMAN BEHAVIOR ONE SEMESTER                               2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Grades 11-12, completion of World History and American Studies or American History. 
 
Holocaust and Human Behavior addresses genocides of the 20th century from a historical perspective and specifically investigates 
the roles of governments, individuals, and military strategies as they relate to genocidal actions.  Further, the course includes a 
concurrent examination of human behavior, as it relates to genocide, from both psychological and sociological perspectives.  The 
course explores the intellectual roles of students as historians, citizens, and as human beings. 
 
5405  HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE EAST  ONE SEMESTER  2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite: Grades 11-12, completion of World History and American Studies or American History.   
     
With the dawn of the 21st century, knowledge and understanding of the history of the Middle East is more important than ever 
before.  In this semester course, students will study the geography of the region, religions of the region, the spread of the Islamic 
faith pre-World War I, 20th Century history, and the influence of western powers. Students will also engage in an in-depth 
examination of the birth of Israel and its impact on the region and the world.  A special emphasis will be placed on the political 
and religious conflicts that continue to plague the region and threaten the world today.  
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SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 
The special education program at Ridge High School is designed to provide the classified student with a large number of options to 
help complete the requirements for a high school diploma. 
 
In-Class Support is a program of instruction where the general and the special education teachers are involved in planning and 
implementing strategies, techniques, methods, and materials to address learning problems of pupils with educational disabilities 
participating in the general education classroom lesson.  
 
Resource Programs shall offer individual and small group instruction to students with disabilities. Resource programs may be 
provided in a pull-out classroom that meets the requirements of N.J.A.C. 6A:26-6. When a resource program is provided, it shall 
be specified in the student's IEP. The student is expected to meet the curriculum requirements of the subject being taught.   
 
The student's I.E.P. will designate whether In-Class Support or Pull-Out Resource Program instruction is necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 064N   VOCATIONAL STUDIES /                                           FULL YEAR                                     15 CREDITS 
                             COMMUNITY BASED INSTRUCTION (CBI) 
 
The focus of this program is to develop readiness through the use of functional academics, functional vocational assessments, and 
appropriate work experiences both in the school community as well as in the local community. These experiences will begin with a 
classroom – school based learning environment. Next, community based volunteer positions will be developed which will 
transition to paid positions when appropriate.  The long-term goal of the program is to provide a student–centered curriculum to 
insure successful transition into the community as an independent contributing adult.  
 
 066N APE / HEALTH                                            FULL YEAR                                     5 CREDITS 
 
This program is intended for those students who would benefit from small group instruction in health and physical education. 
Students will benefit from a practical program of instruction that includes units about safety, exercise, nutrition, wellness, 
communication, decision – making, goal setting, sexuality, and family living.   

Please keep in mind that the student's individualized educational plan, which is developed collaboratively by the 
teacher, parent, and child study team case manager, remains the basis for developing a schedule to meet the 
student's needs.  The options listed above and the combination of some of these options should be used in 
developing the student's individualized educational plan.  Once this is done, working in conjunction with the 
student's guidance counselor, a schedule can be developed for the student from the mainstream courses listed in 
this program of studies and from those listed below. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
REVISED COURSE SEQUENCES 

 
  

Students who have 
not completed the 3 

year sequence at 
WAMS 

Students who have  
completed the 3 year 
sequence at WAMS 

Novice Course 
First Year 

French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish*** 
Latin I  

Novice Course 
Second Year 

French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 
Latin II*  

Intermediate Course 
First Year* 

French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 
Latin III*  

Intermediate Course 
Second Year* 

French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 
Latin IV*  

Novice Course 
Second Year 

French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 
Latin II  

Intermediate Course 
First Year* 

French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 
 

Intermediate Course 
First Year* 

French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 
Latin III*  

Intermediate Course 
Second Year* 

French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 
Latin IV*  

Language Electives* 
 Italian, Spanish 

Latin V*  

Intermediate Course 
Second Year* 

French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 
 

Level V 
French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 

Language Electives* 
Topics in Italian Language and 
Culture, Spanish Culture and 

Society 

9th grade 

10th grade 

11th grade 

12th grade 

Intermediate Course 
First Year Honors 

French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 
Latin II Honors 

Intermediate Course 
Second Year Honors 

French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 
Latin III Honors  

Level V Honors 
French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 
AP Latin Literature or Vergil** 

Advance Placement (AP) 
French Language, Japanese Language 

and Culture, Spanish Language 
 

Advanced Italian Language and Culture 
AP Latin Literature or Vergil** 

Students may move from one language to another or add an additional language.  When adding or changing languages, students must enter at Novice First Year. 
*Students in any of the sequences may enter the honors or AP level of similar courses provided they meet the criteria. 

**Advanced Latin courses are offered every other year.  Students will have the opportunity to complete both courses by the end of the accelerated sequence. 
***Novice Spanish First Year may be taken over the course of two years in courses Spanish 1A and Spanish 1B.  Placement in this alternate sequence is by 

recommendation of the CST and World Language Supervisor. 
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4110 NOVICE FRENCH FIRST YEAR  FULL YEAR                            5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, students in the first two years of language study at the high 
school level will perform at a novice level of proficiency.  The curriculum for Novice French First Year will introduce the basic 
skills needed for students to communicate in the target language.  Students gain insight into the life and customs of the target 
culture while at the same time recognizing that language is a reflection of culture.  Class will be conducted in French and students 
will develop skills at the novice level of proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening. 
 
4120 NOVICE FRENCH SECOND YEAR FULL YEAR                                5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Novice French First Year  
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, students in the first two years of language study at the high 
school level will perform at a novice level of proficiency.   Students in Novice French Second Year will develop the basic skills of 
First Year and increase their ability to communicate with a greater degree of complexity in the target language.  Students continue 
to gain insight into the life and customs of the target culture while at the same time recognizing that language is a reflection of 
culture.  Class will be conducted in French and upon successful completion of the course students will progress to the intermediate 
level of language study.    
 
4130 INTERMEDIATE FRENCH FIRST YEAR FULL YEAR                               5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Novice French Second Year or B- or better in 8th grade French 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, high school level students in the third and fourth year of 
language study should be working in the intermediate proficiency range of skills and topics.  Students at the intermediate level will 
build upon the skills acquired in the novice courses and develop greater proficiency in communicating in French in a variety of 
time frames.  Cross-cultural understanding is promoted by students comparing and contrasting the language and culture of French 
communities to their own. Class will be conducted entirely in French and it is expected that students use French as their language 
of communication.    
 
413H INTERMEDIATE FRENCH FULL YEAR                                 5 CREDITS 
 FIRST YEAR HONORS                                                              HONORS 
 
Prerequisite:  Novice French Second Year or 8th grade French; Honors Criteria 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, high school level students in the third and fourth year of 
language study should be working in the intermediate proficiency range of skills and topics.  This fast-paced intermediate level 
course is designed to develop fluency of communication in the target language with application to real-life situations. Major 
emphasis is placed on developing reading and listening comprehension, facilitating oral proficiency, and refining writing skills. 
The students will review previously acquired grammatical concepts while being introduced to new and more complex structures. 
Cross-cultural understanding is promoted by students comparing and contrasting the language and culture of French communities 
to their own. Class will be conducted entirely in French and it is expected that students use French as their language of 
communication.    
 
4140 INTERMEDIATE FRENCH SECOND YEAR FULL YEAR                                 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Intermediate French First Year 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, high school level students in the third and fourth year of 
language study should be working in the intermediate proficiency range of skills and topics.  Intermediate Second Year students 
continue to focus on reading and listening comprehension.  The civilization of France and representative works of French literature 
will be studied.  Major areas of French grammar will be reviewed.  Students in this course must plan to speak the target language 
at all times.  Students will develop competency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing French language. 
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414H INTERMEDIATE FRENCH  FULL YEAR                              5 CREDITS 
 SECOND YEAR HONORS         HONORS 
                                                       
Prerequisite:  Intermediate French First Year; Honors Criteria 
 
This is an advanced course designed to develop fluency of communication with increased linguistic accuracy.  Students will 
develop greater proficiency in the four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing) while deepening insight into the 
Francophone culture.  They will compare their own personal experience to universal themes found in selections from both 
traditional and modern works.  Students explore the interconnection between language proficiency and career opportunities, and 
continue practicing exercises aligned with the format of the Advanced Placement course and exam. 
 
4150 FRENCH V FULL YEAR                           5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Intermediate French Second Year 
 
French V is an advanced course designed to meet the needs of students who have completed novice and intermediate French 
courses and wish to continue studying the French language, but do not wish to take the AP French Language course.  Students will 
develop greater proficiency in all skill areas (listening, speaking, reading, writing) and culture.  This course is conducted entirely 
in French. 
  
415H FRENCH V HONORS FULL YEAR  5 CREDITS 
     HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Intermediate French Second Year; Honors Criteria 
 
French V Honors is an advanced course designed to provide students an additional year of language study to effectively prepare 
them for the AP French Language course and exam.  Students will develop greater proficiency in all skill areas (listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing) and culture.  This course is conducted entirely in French and students will participate in activities 
and topics aligned with the AP exam. 
  
416A ADVANCED PLACEMENT FULL YEAR                            5 CREDITS 
                             FRENCH LANGUAGE                                                                                                                              AP 
  
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in French V 
 
Advanced Placement French will use a multi-media approach (films, newspapers, speakers, literary works) to enable students to 
reach a high degree of competency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing the French language.  Students in this course must 
plan to speak the target language at all times.  Students are expected to take the Advanced Placement exam.  
 
4310  LATIN I FULL YEAR                              5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Latin I students learn the elementary forms and syntax of the language, translate and compose simple stories, acquire a working 
vocabulary, and gain some insight into the life, customs, and mythology of the Romans. 
 
4320 LATIN II FULL YEAR                           5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- in Latin I or B- in 8th grade Latin 
 
Latin II students review previously learned grammar and learn more advanced grammar constructions, translate more complex 
stories, and continue to build a working vocabulary through translation and composition practice. 
 
432H LATIN II HONORS FULL YEAR                           5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite: Latin I or 8th grade Latin; Honors Criteria 
 
Latin II Honors students review previously learned grammar and learn more advanced grammar constructions, translate more 
complex stories, and continue to build a working vocabulary through translation and composition practice.  After completing the 
Latin II curriculum, Latin II Honors students will translate, interpret, and analyze authentic Latin texts.   
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4330  LATIN III FULL YEAR                          5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Latin II 
 
Latin III students read and translate selections from Cicero, Sallust and Pliny, and Tacitus. They will engage in a comparative 
study of American and Roman politics, government, society, and economics. 
 
 
433H LATIN III HONORS FULL YEAR  5 CREDITS 
      HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Latin II; Honors Criteria  
 
The Latin curriculum focuses on the progressive development of the student’s ability to read and comprehend the target language.  
Honors Latin III is an advanced course designed to meet the needs of the above-average and highly motivated student.  Students 
will not only complete the requisite prose selections, but will also experience the more sophisticated writing of Roman authors in 
preparation for Advanced Placement Latin Literature and Advanced Placement Vergil courses. 
 
4340 LATIN IV FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C-or better in Latin III 
 
Latin IV is an advanced course designed to meet the needs of students who do not wish to take the Advanced Placement Latin 
course but wish to continue studying the Latin language.  In addition to an intensive grammar review, students will be exposed to a 
variety of prose and poetry selections.  Students will also be required to complete an extensive research project.   
 
4350 LATIN V FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Latin IV 
 
Latin V is an alternate course designed for those students who do not wish to take the Advanced Placement course.  Students will 
translate a variety of Roman works not traditionally taught in other Latin courses.   
 
 
436A ADVANCED PLACEMENT FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 

LATIN VERGIL  AP 
       

Prerequisite:  Latin I, II and III Honors 
 
Advanced Placement students acquire a high degree of competency in reading and understanding Books I, II, IV, VI, X, and XII of 
the Aeneid and in demonstrating familiarity with the content of Books I - XII of the Aeneid.  Students concentrate on the 
translation, critical analysis, scansion, and appreciation of the literature.  Students are expected to take the Advanced Placement 
exam. 
 
438A ADVANCED LATIN                                    FULL YEAR              5 CREDITS
 LITERATURE  AP 
   
Prerequisite:  Latin I, II and III Honors 
 
Advanced Placement students acquire a high degree of competency in reading and understanding the works of Catullus and Ovid. 
Students concentrate on the translation, critical analysis, scansion, and appreciation of the literature.  Students are expected to take 
the Advanced Placement exam. 
 
4400 SPANISH IA FULL YEAR                                    5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Permission from the Child Study Team or Curriculum Supervisor 
 
This course is designed for the pure novice learner of a second language and for students who have difficulty with language 
learning.  The curriculum for Novice Spanish First Year is presented at a slower pace over a two-year sequence with more 
opportunities for guided practice under the direction of the teacher in a small class environment.  Successful completion of Spanish 
IA and IB allows the student to advance to Novice Spanish Second Year. 



 

 
59 
 

4402 SPANISH IB FULL YEAR                                 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Spanish IA or permission from the Curriculum Supervisor 
 
This course is the second half of the Spanish IA/IB continuum and continues the curriculum of Novice Spanish First Year.  
Students earn five credits as they learn the language at a slow pace in a small class environment.  Successful completion of the 
two-year sequence provides students with the opportunity to advance to Novice Spanish Second Year. 
 
4410 NOVICE SPANISH FIRST YEAR  FULL YEAR                                  5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, students in the first two years of language study at the high 
school level will perform at a novice level of proficiency.  The curriculum for Novice Spanish First Year will introduce the basic 
skills needed for students to communicate in the target language.  Students gain insight into the life and customs of the target 
culture while at the same time recognizing that language is a reflection of culture.  Class will be conducted in Spanish and students 
will develop skills at the novice level of proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening. 
 
4420 NOVICE SPANISH SECOND YEAR FULL YEAR                                 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Novice Spanish First Year 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, students in the first two years of language study at the high 
school level will perform at a novice level of proficiency.   The curriculum for Novice Spanish Second Year will introduce the 
basic skills needed for the student to communicate in the target language.  Students gain insight into the life and customs of the 
target culture while at the same time recognizing that language is a reflection of culture.  Class will be conducted in Spanish and 
students will develop skills at the novice level of proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening.    
 
4430  INTERMEDIATE SPANISH FIRST YEAR FULL YEAR                                 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Novice Spanish Second Year or B- or better in 8th grade Spanish 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, high school level students in the third and fourth year of 
language study should be working in the intermediate proficiency range of skills and topics.  Students at the intermediate level will 
build upon the skills acquired in the novice courses and develop greater proficiency in communicating in Spanish in a variety of 
time frames.  Cross-cultural understanding is promoted by students comparing and contrasting the language and culture of Spanish 
communities to their own. Class will be conducted entirely in Spanish and it is expected that students use Spanish as their language 
of communication.  
   
443H INTERMEDIATE SPANISH FULL YEAR                              5 CREDITS 
                        FIRST YEAR HONORS                                                                                                                HONORS 
                                 
Prerequisite:  Novice Spanish Second Year or 8th grade Spanish; Honors Criteria   
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, high school level students in the third and fourth year of 
language study should be working in the intermediate proficiency range of skills and topics.  Students at the intermediate level will 
build upon the skills acquired in the novice courses and develop greater proficiency in communicating in Spanish in a variety of 
time frames.  Cross-cultural understanding is promoted by students comparing and contrasting the language and culture of Spanish 
communities to their own.  Class will be conducted entirely in Spanish and it is expected that students use Spanish as their 
language of communication.    
 
4440 INTERMEDIATE SPANISH SECOND YEAR  FULL YEAR                              5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Novice Spanish First Year, Novice Spanish Second Year, Intermediate Spanish First Year 
 
The Intermediate Spanish Second Year course focuses on the development of Spanish communication skills and knowledge of 
world geography as it relates to Spanish speakers.  Students will engage in original and spontaneous conversation, and explore 
contributions of Spanish representatives in various fields of study.  Students will have the opportunity to compare the customs of 
their own culture to those of native Spanish speakers. Students are expected to have a strong command of Spanish language 
patterns and should be motivated to actively participate.  This course will be taught entirely in Spanish and students are expected to 
respond in the target language. 
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444H INTERMEDIATE SPANISH  FULL YEAR                            5 CREDITS 
 SECOND YEAR HONORS                                                       HONORS 
 
Prerequisite:  Intermediate Spanish First Year; Honors Criteria 
 
This is an advanced course designed to develop fluency of communication with increased linguistic accuracy. Students will 
develop greater proficiency in the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing while deepening insight into the 
Hispanic culture. They will compare their own personal experience to universal themes found in selections from both traditional 
and modern works. Students explore the interconnection between language proficiency and career opportunities, and continue 
practicing exercises aligned with the format of the Advanced Placement course and exam.  
 
4450 SPANISH V FULL YEAR                            5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Intermediate Spanish Second Year 
 
Spanish V is an advanced course designed to meet the needs of students who have completed novice and intermediate level study 
and wish to continue studying the Spanish language, but do not wish to take the AP Spanish Language course.  Students will 
develop greater proficiency in all skill areas (reading, writing, listening, speaking) and culture.  This course is conducted entirely 
in Spanish. 
 
445H SPANISH V HONORS FULL YEAR                     5 CREDITS 
   HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Intermediate Spanish Second Year; Honors Criteria 
 
Spanish V Honors is an advanced course designed to provide students an additional year of language study to effectively prepare 
them for the AP Spanish Language course and exam.  Students will develop greater proficiency in all skill areas (listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing) and culture.  This course is conducted entirely in Spanish and students will participate in activities 
and topics aligned with the AP exam. 
 
4460  SPANISH CULTURE AND SOCIETY FULL YEAR                           5 CREDITS 
                                
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better Spanish V  
 
This course will look at current issues in Spanish society as represented in literature and culture .  Students will explore topics such 
as the role of women, life of the teens, immigration, art, history and politics in Spanish speaking countries.  Students will view and 
analyze excerpts of Hispanic  literature.  The class will be taught in Spanish and students are expected to use Spanish as the 
language of communication. This course is intended to prepare students for post-secondary Spanish language study.   
 
446A  ADVANCED PLACEMENT FULL YEAR                           5 CREDITS 
                             SPANISH LANGUAGE  
  
Prerequisite:  Spanish V; AP Criteria 
 
Advanced Placement Spanish will use a multi-media approach (audio-visuals, speakers, literary works) to enable students to reach 
a high degree of competency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing the Spanish language. Students in this course must plan to 
speak the target language at all times.  Students are expected to take the Advanced Placement exam. 
 
4510 NOVICE JAPANESE FIRST YEAR                       FULL YEAR                            5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite: None 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, students in the first two years of language study at the high 
school level will perform at a novice level of proficiency.  The curriculum for Novice Japanese First Year will introduce the basic 
skills needed for students to communicate in the target language.  Students gain insight into the life and customs of the target 
culture while at the same time recognizing that language is a reflection of culture.  Class will be conducted in Japanese and 
students will develop skills at the novice level of proficiency with a focus on oral language while students become familiar with 
Japanese writing systems.   
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4520 NOVICE JAPANESE SECOND YEAR                   FULL YEAR                          5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite: A grade of C- or better in Novice Japanese First Year 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, students in the first two years of language study at the high 
school level will be at a novice level of language proficiency.  Students will continue to expand their vocabulary and focus on 
more complex grammatical patterns.  Verbal expression and conversations will be utilized as reinforcement.  Students will 
continue to explore Japanese culture through a variety of activities, videos, classroom discussions, and classroom visitors.  
Students will continue to perfect their reading and writing in Katakana and Hiragana, the two basic Japanese alphabets.  However, 
the students’ main focus will be 160 new Kanji characters.  The students will have completed both the first grade and second grade 
Kanji levels.  
 
4530  INTERMEDIATE JAPANESE FIRST YEAR    FULL YEAR                 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Novice Japanese Second Year or B- or better in 8th grade Japanese 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, high school level students in the third and fourth year of 
language study should be working in the intermediate proficiency range of skills and topics.  Students at the intermediate level will 
build upon the skills acquired in the novice courses and develop greater proficiency in communicating in Japanese in a variety of 
time frames.  Cross-cultural understanding is promoted by students comparing and contrasting the language and culture of 
Japanese communities to their own. Class will be conducted entirely in Japanese and it is expected that students use Japanese as 
their language of communication.  
   
453H  INTERMEDIATE JAPANESE        FULL YEAR                              5 CREDITS 
  FIRST YEAR HONORS                                              HONORS  
 
Prerequisite: Novice Japanese Second Year or 8th grade Japanese; Honors Criteria 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, high school level students in the third and fourth year of 
language study should be working in the intermediate proficiency range of skills and topics.    This fast-paced intermediate level 
course is designed to develop fluency of communication in the target language with application to real-life situations. Major 
emphasis is placed on developing reading and listening comprehension, facilitating oral proficiency, and refining writing skills. 
The students will review previously acquired grammatical concepts while being introduced to new and more complex structures. 
Cross-cultural understanding is promoted by students comparing and contrasting the language and culture of Japanese 
communities to their own. Class will be conducted entirely in Japanese and it is expected that students use Japanese as their 
language of communication.    
 
4540 INTERMEDIATE  JAPANESE SECOND YEAR      FULL YEAR                                          5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Intermediate Japanese First Year 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, high school level students in the third and fourth year of 
language study should be working in the intermediate proficiency range of skills and topics.  This curriculum is designed to assist 
the student in continuing to develop his/her language skills through activities that focus on meaningful, personalized 
communication.  It should effectively build upon the foundation that the student has already established in the beginning levels of 
language study.  Intermediate Japanese students will expand their vocabulary, increase grammar knowledge, and continue to 
develop proficiency with writing systems. 
 
454H  INTERMEDIATE JAPANESE       FULL YEAR                              5 CREDITS 
  SECOND YEAR HONORS                                             HONORS 
     
Prerequisite:  Intermediate Japanese First Year; Honors Criteria 
 
This is an advanced course designed to develop fluency of communication with increased linguistic accuracy. Students will 
develop greater proficiency in the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing, while deepening insight into the 
Japanese culture.  Students will continue to increase their proficiency in reading and writing in the different writing systems.    
 
4550 JAPANESE V                                                           FULL YEAR                             5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Intermediate Japanese Second Year 
 
Conversational Japanese is emphasized while students expand their ability to read and write in the different writing systems.  Oral 
proficiency will be stressed as students continue their in-depth study of the culture of Japan. 
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455H JAPANESE V HONORS FULL YEAR  5 CREDITS 
                        HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Intermediate Japanese Second Year; Honors Criteria 
 
This course is designed to provide students an additional year of study to effectively prepare them for the Advanced Placement 
course and exam.  Conversational Japanese is emphasized while students expand their ability to read and write in the different 
writing systems.  Oral proficiency will be stressed as students continue their in-depth study of the culture of Japan.  
 
456A     ADVANCED PLACEMENT  FULL YEAR                                   5 CREDITS 

JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE                                         AP 
 
Pre-requisite:  A grade of C- or better in Japanese V 
 
The AP Japanese Language and Culture course develops students’ ability to communicate in Japanese about topics related to 
traditional and modern Japanese society based on input from authentic Japanese sources.  As they learn about Japan, students make 
connections to what they are learning in other classes and make comparisons between Japanese society and their own experiences.  
Students develop keyboarding skills and increase their familiarity with technology in order to prepare for the web-based exam 
where they will be required to read and respond to e-mails and engage in text chat as well as speaking on various topics and 
interpreting a variety of authentic materials.   Class is conducted in Japanese and students are expected to take the AP Exam. 
 
4610 NOVICE ITALIAN FIRST YEAR                  FULL YEAR                               5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, students in the first two years of language study at the high 
school level will perform at a novice level of proficiency.  The curriculum for Novice Italian First Year will introduce the basic 
skills needed for the student to communicate in the target language.  Students gain insight into the life and customs of the target 
culture while at the same time recognizing that language is a reflection of culture.  Class will be conducted in Italian and students 
will develop skills at the novice level of proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening. 
 
4620 NOVICE ITALIAN SECOND YEAR             FULL YE AR                            5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Novice Italian First Year  
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, students in the first two years of language study at the high 
school level will be at a novice level of proficiency.   Students in Novice Italian Second Year will develop the basic skills of 
Novice First Year and increase their ability to communicate with a greater degree of complexity in the target language.  Students 
continue to gain insight into the life and customs of the target culture while at the same time recognizing that language is a 
reflection of culture.  Class will be conducted in Italian and upon successful completion of the course students will progress to the 
intermediate level of language study.    
 
4630 INTERMEDIATE ITALIAN FIRST YEAR       FULL YEA R                           5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite: A grade of C- or better in Novice Italian Second Year or B- or better in 8th grade Italian 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, high school level students in the third and fourth year of 
language study should be working in the intermediate proficiency range of skills and topics.  Students at the intermediate level will 
build upon the skills acquired in the novice courses and develop greater proficiency in communicating in Italian in a variety of 
time frames.  Cross-cultural understanding is promoted by students comparing and contrasting the language and culture of Italian 
communities to their own. Class will be conducted entirely in Italian and it is expected that students use Italian as their language of 
communication.  
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463H INTERMEDIATE ITALIAN                    FULL Y EAR                            5 CREDITS 
  FIRST YEAR HONORS                 HONORS  
 
Prerequisite: Novice Italian Second Year or 8th grade Italian; Honors Criteria 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, high school level students in the third and fourth year of 
language study should be working in the intermediate proficiency range of skills and topics.  This fast-paced intermediate level 
course is designed to develop fluency of communication in the target language with application to real-life situations. Major 
emphasis is placed on developing reading and listening comprehension, facilitating oral proficiency, and refining writing skills. 
The students will review previously acquired grammatical concepts while being introduced to new and more complex structures. 
Cross-cultural understanding is promoted by students comparing and contrasting the language and culture of Italian communities 
to their own. Class will be conducted entirely in Italian and it is expected that students use Italian as their language of 
communication.    
 
4640 INTERMEDIATE ITALIAN                                     FULL YEAR                         5 CREDITS 
 SECOND YEAR 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Intermediate Italian First Year 
 
According to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, high school level students in the third and fourth year of 
language study should be working in the intermediate proficiency range of skills and topics.  This course emphasizes the use of the 
language for active communication.  In addition to standard textbooks and anthologies, materials may include recordings, films, 
newspapers, magazines, and contemporary fiction.  Students in this course must plan to speak the target language at all times. 
 
464H INTERMEDIATE ITALIAN                                    FULL YEAR                        5 CREDITS 
 SECOND YEAR HONORS                                                               HONORS 
 
Prerequisite:  Intermediate Italian First Year; Honors Criteria 
 
This is an advanced course designed to develop fluency of communication with increased linguistic accuracy. Students will 
develop greater proficiency in the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing, while deepening insight into the 
Italian culture. They will compare their own personal experience to universal themes found in selections from both traditional and 
modern works. Students will explore the interconnection between language proficiency and career opportunities. 
 
4650 ITALIAN V                                                   FULL YEAR                                 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Intermediate Italian Second Year 
 
Italian V is an advanced course designed to meet the needs of students who have completed novice and intermediate Italian 
courses and wish to continue studying the Italian language, but do not wish to take the AP Italian Language and Culture course.  
Students will develop greater proficiency in all skill areas (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) and culture.  This course is 
conducted entirely in Italian. 
 
465H ITALIAN V HONORS FULL YEAR  5 CREDITS 
    HONORS 
Prerequisite:  Intermediate Italian Second Year Honors 
 
Italian V Honors is an advanced course designed to provide students an additional year of language study to effectively prepare 
them for the AP Italian Language and Culture course and exam.  Students will develop greater proficiency in all skill areas 
(listening, speaking, reading, and writing) and culture.  This course is conducted entirely in Italian and topics and activities are 
aligned with the AP exam. 
 
4660 TOPICS IN ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE            FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  A grade of C- or better in Italian V 
 
Topics in Italian Language and Culture is a survey course of Italian art, literature, cinema, history and music.  Students will refine 
language skills as they discuss representative works of Italian culture.  This course will prepare students for post-secondary Italian 
study through learning about topics in the target language.  The class will be taught entirely in Italian and students are expected to 
use Italian as their language of communication.   
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466A ADVANCED ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE            FULL YEAR 5 CREDITS 
                 AP 
Prerequisite:  Intermediate Italian Second Year; AP Criteria 
 
Advanced Italian Language and Culture will use a multi-media approach (films, tapes, recordings, periodicals, and literary works) 
to enable students to reach a high degree of competency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing in the Italian language.  
Students in this course must plan to speak in the target language at all times.   
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COURSES NOT OPEN TO STUDENT SELECTION 

SPECIAL PLACEMENT  
 
 
In order to comply with State statutes and Administrative Code, students are placed in the following courses when they do 
not meet State minimum level proficiencies: 
 
4800 ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE FULL YEAR                           *5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  One must qualify for this course by having a score below the minimum level of proficiency, as established by the 
State, on the English Language Proficiency Test. 
 
English as a Second Language provides limited English proficient students with instruction that helps them develop the skills 
necessary to function independently as a student taking an "all English curricula."  It is an individualized program wherein students 
are instructed in the four basic areas of language acquisition:  listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
 
There are three levels of ESL, beginning, intermediate, and advanced.  There is no clear demarcation between levels and students 
move from one to another when the teacher thinks they are ready. 
 
Beginning ESL consists of intensive listening comprehension activities, oral language (presented as grammatical structure with 
opportunities for free expression) and related reading and writing material. 
 
Intermediate ESL has extensive listening and speaking activities together with reading and writing instruction aligned to the New 
Jersey 11th Grade High School Proficiency Assessment. 
 
Advanced ESL covers more complex structures and more difficult vocabulary.  Students can be assisted in writing a research 
paper. 
 
Students are assisted in operating socially within the school. 
 
This course is not part of the English department offerings; it cannot be used in meeting a required English course needed for 
graduation. 
 
*Students may be placed in this course for one or two periods daily depending on need. 
 
2541 ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF                                  ONE SEMESTER 2.5 CREDITS 

LANGUAGE ARTS  
 
Prerequisite:  Ridge High School requires students who do not receive a passing score on the NJASK 8 or the HSPA must enroll in 
this course.  Students may also be recommended for this course based upon progress and teacher recommendation in Language 
Arts classes. 
 
Literacy Support provides students who have not met state minimum level proficiencies with the opportunity to address their 
identified academic deficiencies. 
 
3831 ESSENTIALS OF MATHEMATICS                       ONE SEMESTER  2.5 CREDITS 
 
Prerequisite:  Ridge High School requires students who do not receive a passing score on the NJASK 8 or the HSPA must enroll in 
this course.  Students may also be recommended for this course based upon progress and teacher recommendation in mathematics 
classes. 
 
Essentials of Mathematics will focus on preparation for the New Jersey High School Proficiency Assessment given in Grade 11.  
The core content skills and activities of the course are aligned to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards.  The course 
will also address organizational and problem solving skills.  The objectives and activities in the course will be differentiated to fit 
the varying needs (i.e. grade level and skill level) of the individual students in the course. 
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0101 MOTIVATING ADOLESCENT                              SEMESTER ONE                        1.5 CREDITS  
 PERFORMANCE - GRADES 10-12  
0103                                                                                                          SEMESTER TWO                               1.5 CREDITS  
 
0111   MOTIVATING ADOLESCENT                              SEMESTER ONE                                1.5 CREDITS 
  PERFORMANCE - GRADE 9 
0113                                                                                       SEMESTER TWO                              1.5 CREDITS  
 
Prerequisite:  Only students who have been recommended for the Ridge MAP Program may take this course. 
 
Students will identify their individual strengths and learn techniques to improve note taking, memory, time management, and test 
taking skills.  In addition, students will participate in activities to promote self-understanding, self-acceptance, interpersonal skills, 
positive decision-making, problem solving, and planning for the future. 
 
0270 VO-TECH SHARED-TIME  A.M.                           FULL YEAR                                         15 CREDITS 
0272 VO-TECH SHARED-TIME  P.M.  
 
Specialized shop courses are taken at Somerset County Vocational Technical High School and required elective subjects are taken 
at Ridge High School. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


