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The budget vote will take place on
Tuesday, April 21, 2009. | am very
concerned for a myriad of reasons by
one concern is glaring at me with an
evil look. That glare is the disdain
and animosity for teachers that were
expressed by members of the Ber-
nards Township community at BOE
meetings during budget discussions,
and the communications | received
from some others in the community g

the debate for program cuts unfolded.

Editorials published in the Bernards-
ville News lambasted the teachers af
the administration to the point you
would think that we were a subsidiary
of AIG. The inaccuracies in these
articles will never be addressed and,
therefore, believed. (There are no
classes without enough desks at RH
for example and, when confronted,
the author conceded so. | could go
on!)

What | di
during discussions is
one simple empirical
facti the teacher in
front of the class is
exponentially more
important than any
program in educating
a child!

Finding, training and keeping great
teachers has long been a focus of th
It district and the primary reason for ou
success. This is not as easy a task g
some might think. This requires a
delicate balance of experienced teac
ers and first year teachers. In the pa
| have been blessed with a communi
that has allowed me to hire master
teachers when necessary. These m(
S experienced and gifted teachers sery
as mentors for the less experienced
teachers and set the standard that ha
1d become Ridge High School. Recog-
nizing and hiring first year teachers
straight from the college ranks is alsq
a challenge as many of the schools
that we compete with have a much
higher base salary. For instance, the
base salary for Westfield, a district w,
compete with regularly for teachers,
has a base salary of $57,289 for the
20097 2010 school year. The base
salary for Bernards Township for the
1 120097 2010 school year is $44,232.
Practices such as permitting children
of staff to attend the Bernards Town-
ship Schools have been instrumenta
in convincing teachers with plans for
families to come on board.
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h-
st system does not allow for this. We
y have lost and gained teachers through

Keeping teachers has also become a

s concern over the years. Teachers may

be coaxed away from their districts by

1s another for more pay. The BOE does

not have the ability to match any out-
side offer as the collective bargaining

this process.

bre
e With such a critical budget vote on

the horizon | can only hope that the

1S citizens of Bernards Township are

informed of the success in both effec-
tiveness and efficiency of the district.
Being rated as the number one com-
prehensive high school in New Jersey
and, at the same time, being recog-
nized as a district that is inadequately
funded is the epitome of compliments.
Unfortunately, we are at a crossroads
where something has to give. Please
make sure that your vote counts on
April 21.

Congratulations to Dr. Valerie
Gogerfor her selection as Somerset
County Superintendent of the Year.
We are all so very proud of her. Un-
der her leadership for the past decade
Bernards Township has experienced
record growth while maintaining an
excellence recognized on a national
level.
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You Are f:
Invited

Please Join us for the First Annual
Ridge High Volunteer Breakfast

April 28, 2009
8am 010 am
Ridge High Cafe
This is an open meeting for ALL Ridge Parents

If you want to volunteer meet our current committee members t
learn about opportunities.
If you have volunteered we want to thank you for your support.

| f y ou 0 i PLEASE tstopshyfora bite to eat and a chat]

Please see the form in this newsletter for more information on
committee opportunities.

RSVP: Donna Swinsotionna.swinson@ novartis.com
Deb Duvalldeb.duvall@gmail.com

Important Dates

Friday, April 10, School Closed Religious Holiday
Tuesday, April 14, Mr. Ridge ConteB:30 Ridge High
Monday, April 20-24, Spring Break, No School
Tuesday, April 21, Please Vote

Fri./Sat., May 32, One Acts

Saturday, May2 SATOs, Ridge Hi g|f
Monday, May 4 8th grade Activity Night
Mon./Fri., May 4-May 15 AP Exams

Saturday, May 9 Senior Mystery Bus Trip
WednesdayMay 13 PTO Meeting, 7pm, Ridge High

Teenage Drivers
0 What They
AND Their

Parents Need to

Know

The public is invited to a presentation

by Officer Timothy King on the is-

sues surrounding young drivers, and

the perils they face in the approaching
prom and graduation seasoih.earn

about situations and outcomes of rou-
tine stops for multiple passengers,
speeding, driving under the influence,
open alcohol <cont ai

Students and parents are
, strongly urged to attend.

Questions can be sent in ad-
vance by emailing Officer King
the tking@bernardsboe.com

Wednesday, |
May 13
PM

Ridge High School

Auditorium
Sponsored by:
Ridge High School PTO

Friday, May 15 Senior Prom
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PTO Executive Board
2009 2010

Slate of officers

Co-Presidents:
Donna Swinson Levine
Deborah Duvall
1st VP Volunteers:
Jenifer Behrins
2nd VP Programs:
Carol Jean Floegel
3rd VP Newsletter:
Gayle Shimoun
Linda Wooldridge
Treasurer: Chris Piros
Secretary: Vivian Fentress
Communications Officer:
Susan Fata

21°" Annual Twilight
Challenge -

Sunday, June 7
Out Run the Risk! Run for
Tobacco Prevention.

th

The 2f'annual Pleasant Valley Twi-
light Challenge will be held starting at 5
p.m. Sunday, Juné"7at Pleasant Val-
ley Park in Basking Ridge.

Several events are available to the pub-

I ic. A ALollipop L
all ages will begin at 5:15 p.m. Ad-

vanced registration is not required. A
onemi | e AHealth Wal k¢
5:30 p.m. Walkers can register for this
event in advance or sign up the day of
the event. The maj
Race, 0o wild. start a

cross country loops around the park.
Registration by Friday, Juné'&s

$20.00. The fee on race day is $25.00.
All runners must pick up their numbers

6 z ﬁ : Wc w on race day between 4:00 and 5:30 p.m.
m The event is sponsored by the Bernards
Township Health Department, the Ber-

The Rid ge H. S . Varsi ty ]acket nards Township Municipal Alliance

Against Substance Abuse, the Bernards
A & \
¢ é \
- -

Township Department of Parks and
We Support Recreation, and BT STOP, the Town-

Ridge High School Athletics! th ' P cemokiagmtganizaton
or more information, visit
908-953-0998 www.bernardsalliance.org or call

(908) 204-2523.



http://www.bernardsalliance.org/

RHS Club & Class Corner

Mr. Ridge

Please join us for an evening

of entertainment. Choose from our
Senior Class Contestants and vote
for the next Mr. Ridge.

Tuesday, April 14th
7:30pm
Ridge High Auditorium
Tickets$5.00

Tickets are available at Ridge prior to the show and sold at the dog
To vote for your favorite Mr. Ridge contestant we will be using a tex

messaging service with a $1 charge + standard text messaging fe¢s

Public Welcome!

W =

The RHS Junior Class
IS sponsoring the annual

3Balloons
in June’

An event for the graduating
Senior ClassJuniors will deliver a
helium balloon and message of cor
gratulations to any RHS graduate 0
Friday, June 19th. Balloons may bg
attached to a mailbox, or any other
place you request.

This is a fun way to congratulate
your child, neighbor, friend, or
babysitter on their graduation!

Questions?? Email
Maryanne Farrell
JWFarrelll@aol.com OR
Judy Schneider
* JudithMSchneider@aol.com

(Orders due by June 5th)
Mail to: Maryanne Farrell
49 BelleGrove Court Basking
Ridge or drop at Welcome Desk

Your Name:

Phone #:

Graduateds nam

Please leave balloons:
() at the mailbox
() Other location:

| am ordering balloons at
$5 each. Total $

Please be sure to enclose:
~ Index Card (preferred) or paps
approxi mately
personal message to the gradug
on one side, and their name and
address on the other side.
~ Check for $5 per balloon, magc
payable to:
RHS Student Activities
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