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Virtual High School? Recently | at-
tended a presentation on this subject
and its feasibility for the students at
Ridge High School. It may not be
what you think.

Virtual High School is much like tak-
ing an Internet course with assistanc
of a faculty member. Students can
sign up for full semester or year
courses as electives to supplement
their individual interests or needs.

The nonprofit company, Virtual High
School Global Consortium, is a
world-wide organization based in
Massachusetts. VHS Inc. offers a
catalog full of courses in the Arts,
Foreign Language, Language Arts,
Life Skills, Math, Science, Social
Studies, Technology and AP study tg
students in VHS member schools.
The mission of Virtual High School is
to develop and deliver standards

based, studesttentered online courses

to expand student
portunities and Zlcentury skills.
VHS is a cooperative of over 500 na-
tional and international member high
schools.

Teachers, certified and specially
trained to deliver curricula via the
Internet, instruct students throughout
the world in almost two hundred sub-
jects. Courses are aligned so that st
dents from all over the globe can
share ideas with their distant class-
mates via interactive classrooms.
These students are provided the op-
portunity to complete projects with
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classmates as far away as Australia.

A student can really expand their
world perspective in this way. Can

you imagine a stu-
dent discussing Mid- | |m’Q
VHS is qualified /

dle East issues with &

student from Paris <=3 '\
through the AP Course Audit to label
their courses nAAJ

and Egypt?

Although this is just a preliminary
look into the VHS, | can see some
possible advantages to this concept.

They are:

May prepare our children for the
college experience As more and
more colleges and universities move
towards wekbased instruction for, at
least, part of most courses it only
makes sense to introduce students tq
this type of learning.
s6 educational op
May assist those students who have
fallen short academically to mend
holes in their transcripts. This

could be an alternative to summer
school or expensive tutoring for
credit.

Would provide for flexibility in

_scheduling for some students Stu-
dents with irresolvable scheduling
conflicts may be able to use VHS to
meet their needs.

Could assist in expanding the Sen-
ior Option program. Seniors may
be able to arrange their schedules to
be able to participate in off campus
experiences.

Would provide students the oppor-
tunity to take electives not offered
at Ridge High School. $ecific elec-
tives including AP courses can be

b taen cost effectively without concern
for enrollment numbers.

May provide students with a more
worldly experience. An expanding
global economy and the rise of third
world nations to economic powers
require a shift in the educational para-
digm.

Could provide professional devel-

opment opportunities to teachers to

expand the scope and depth of their
y instructional skills.

-Bringing VHS to Ridge High School
seems to have some real benefits for
our students. | will be seeking input
from administration, teachers, stu-
dents and parents in the near future.
More information about webased
classes and, more specifically, VHS
can be found atww.goVHS.org



http://www.govhs.org/

The single biggest problem in communication is the illusio
that it has taken place.-George Bernard Shaw

The PTO is beginning an effort to
collect email addresses from Ridge
High families. The email address wil
only be used for PTO business such
as mailing newsletters
and announcements th
might be missed if
families have not signe
up for the Friday fold-
ers.

Please send a note FROM the emalil
be listed including your name and
address tohsptocomm@yahoo.com

Additionally, starting in 2002010,
there will be an option to add your
email to the directory. We have re-
ceived many requests from families
for this information to be listed. The
Middle and Elementary schools in-
clude email addresses in their directg
ries today.

to

Please be sure to logon to our websi
at www.ridgepto.com to get the lates
information of events, club activities,
job opportunities, and more. The ne
meeting is on April 8, 2009, where
the budget will be reviewed. On May
13", Toni Thiele is working with Of-
ficer Tim King on a presentation on
the issues facing our young drivers.

I n case you haven
please sign up for the Friday Folders
at
www?2.bernardsboe.com/Newsletter |
Sign_Up.aspxo get the latest infor-
mation about school and other web-
site notifications. If you missed any
announcements, an archive can be
found at
www?2.bernardsboe.com/BernardsB(
E/FridayFolders.aspx

Until next month -

The PTO Board wishes everyone a
happy and safe holiday season.
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Do you have a service or business

t that you want to advertise to fami-

lies of Ridge High School stu-
dents?

You can post an ad on the PTO
EEN yet,
gepto.com/ridge
communityby completing the
AEmpl oy A Student
can be found at
www.ridgepto.com/forms links

Have the completed form signed
by your parents and hand it in to
the Welcome Desk. Listings are
posted for 60 days. To renew your
listing or have your listing with-
drawn, send an email to:
ridgeptocomm@yahoo.cam

Y- E. S.

Youth Employment Service

Youth Employment Servicgr.E.S.) posts partime jobs that students can fill. Some common-par jobs have
been babysitting, landscaping, retail and camp counselor.
To submit a job, people from the community can call Ridge High a885, ext 699 or email us dispto-
comm@yahoo.com

Jobs will be posted on the Y.E.S. board located in the guidance hallway near the Welcome Desk and on the Rid
PTO website on the Ridge Community pagematv.ridgepto.com/ridge_community
If leaving a phone message or sending an email, please include the following information:
Company Name (if applicable)

Contact person

Contact phone number and/or email

Job location and Job Description

Hours needed and approximate hourly wage or if it is a volunteer position

A form is also available in thEmployers Looking for Studentssection of the Ridge Community page at
www.ridgepto.com/ridge communitystudents interested in the position apply directly with the Contact Person.
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RIDGE FORENSICS

The Ridge Forensics Team will be
hosting high school debate teams
from across the Northeast at the
fourth annual Ridge Debates. Stu-
dents will have the opportunity to
compete in Public Forum debate, twd
divisions of Policy debate, and two
divisions of LincolnDouglas debate.
The Ridge team will direct judging,
scheduling, tabulation of scores, and
housing of competitors.

Team members have encouraged
other teams to attend the debates, in
an effort to ensure that the tourname
competition is of the highest possible
guality. Ridge debate alumni have
also been invited to attend and judge

in their former events, helping to form

a knowledgeable judging pool that
can make the competition a more ed
cational experience.

As for the Ridge team, members
have reached high levels of success
several local and regional tourna-
ments in the past few months. At the
Bronx High School
York City Invitational, Alex Smyk
took second place honors in legisla-
tive debate. David Chen, Jackie Fer-
rentino, and Alan Tong reached the
top sixteen elimination bracket, while

thirty-two bracket. Parsa Salehi and

Francis Suh reached the tspxteen

bracket in Public Forum debate.
Team members also had consider-

able success at Henrick Hudson Higl

School 6s Malcol m

rial Debate Tournament. Danielle

Taylor and Parsa Salehi claimed the

championship title in Public Forum

debate, while Yang Zhao and Tom

Whitehouse reached the top eight in

elimination rounds. Alan Tong

reached the top eight in Linceln

nt Douglas debate; Jackie Ferrentino ali

Varun Jayaraman were finalists in thg

top sixteen, and David Chen and Hib

Abousleimanwere finalists in the top

thirty-two.

The current priority for Ridge de-

U- baters is receiving bids to the 2009
Tournament of Champions in Public
Forum, LincolnDouglas, and Con-

atgress. Doing well in this tournament
is widely considered to be the epiton
of a high school

the toughest competition out of any

national circuit tournaments. In order
to qualify for these tournaments, de-
baters must recei
circuit tournaments; bids are granted

to tournaments based on the number
of people attending and the variety of
schools that are represented from a
given region.
Tong qualified for the Tournament
Af.ChaBpiong by Miening the Yale
University Invitational and receiving
a bid at Henrick Hudson; Taylor and
Salehi qualified by reaching the final
round at the National Catholic Foren-
sics League Championship and by
earning another bid at Henrick Hud-
son. Alex Smyk has also qualified for
ndthe tournament in student congress,
b based on his performance at the Tour-
a nament of Champions last year, the
National Forensics League champion-
ship last year, the Yale University
Invitational, and the New York City
Invitational.

More Ridge debaters will be look-
ing to earn bids at upcoming tourna-
ments, including the Princeton Classic

e Invitational and the Harvard Univer-
ity bdtatienal.Qeialifiera foréhe r |

N
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featfires $he most mualdiéd gudgNseand National Forensics League Champi-

onship in all forensics events are held

in March; students can qualify for the
National Catholic Forensics League
Champidnshig sy@ccumulatinge g i o
points based on tournament success

Varun Jayaraman reached the top

during the season.

Cheerleaders
featured on
Channel 12

Be sure to watch Channel 12 News
"Friday Night Football with Kurt
Siegelin" on December 6th at
10:30 and 11:30 pm, and Decembe
7th at 6:30 am and 12:30 pm.

Our very own Ridge High Com-
petitive Cheerleading Squad will be
cheering throughout the broadcast.
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Ridge High School Competition Cheerl
ers bring home 4st place trophy! Sunday,
November 22, 2008 ECC Cheer Rec an
High School Competitiorjammonton
High School, Hammonton, NJ




RHS Club & Class Corner

What has the Ridge
Booster Club done lately?

Camera equipment to aid the Wrestling Team training

New podiums for the Marching Band
Ice Machine in the Snack Shack

Electronic Stimulation Machine
For trainers

W3HCFDY ROHQHfomS WrsiorsRrve@@™MC O
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Thanks for your support!
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Coaches, need something for your team?

Complete the websiteunding Requesind submit it to Rich Shello for
presentation at the next Booster Club meeting

Ridge Skate NighBabe Ruth

What: Basking Ridge Babe Ruth
League Q&A Session

Why: Answer questions regarding

eligibility & rules for both

Babe Ruth 135 year olds

and New Senior League 116

8 year olds

2008 American League

parents and those interested

either league

Where: Bernards Township Library
Conf Room A, downstairs

When: Thursday, December 11,

7:00-8:45

= -

Come out for a fun
evening of ice
skating! The Ridge
Ice Hockey Associa-
tion is hosting a
skate night for all on
Friday, January 9, 2009 at Bridge-
water Sports Arena. Whether you ar¢ Who:
a beginner or an old pro, join us for
some iceskating fun from 7:068:30
p.m. Admission is $12 per skater or
$15 if skate rental is requiredll
profits benefit the Ridge Ice Hockey
Association and Ice Hockey teams at
Ridge High School.You may even
get to skate with your favorite Ridge
Hockey player!!' Ridge Hockey
Spiritwear will also be soldFor

more information contact Beth Raff alt
thedraffs@verizon.net
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Congratulations!

Varsity Athletes of the
Month
October, 2008

BE SURE TOCHECK OUT
THE BOOSTER CLUB
DISPLAY IN THE LOBBY!
Photos courtesy of Lauren
Wason, Kaitin McWhorter &
Kristen Farina of the
Ridge Photo Club

Cheerleading
Tara Huepenbecker

Cross Country
Ben Tumolo &
Jackie Madden

Field Hockey
Amanda Durso

Football
THE OFFENSIVE LINE:

Jeff Gakos
Paul Sullivan
Matt Weiss

Nick Brown
Steve Santner

Brandon Horowitz

Gymnastics
Jessie Jarick

Soccer
Eric Cosentino &
Lexi Hutton

Tennis
Natalie Nolte

Volleyball
Katie Sofianopoulos
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PTO andl Commumtg Information

Toy Drive

The Ridge Peer

Organization is

running a toy drive

for the Somerset

Home for Tempo-

rarily Displaced

Children. We 6 d

like to ask for do-

nations to be

brought to Ridge High School by
December 10, 2008.

Please see the home page of the
Ridge website for a list of sug-
gested donationsA box for col-
lections will be at the Ridge High
School Welcome desk, or can be
brought in to Ms. Moleta or Mrs.
Burfeindt in the Ridge High
School Guidance officeThank
you.

Flash Drives

Need to move a file
quickly? The

Media Center

lends flash drives
overnight for

students to transfer files.

We also sell 1G flash drives
for $10. What a bargain!

The Ridge Bridge
Editor/Designer:
Debbie Carroll 766593

Submissions may be made
via email to:

ridgepto@yahoo.com

The January newsletter
deadline is
December 19th with a Web Posti
on January 8th

Choral News

2008 New Jersey AllState
Bgnhqg Ldl adaqgr

EJ Fernanadez, Colleen Hodges, Rob Kastner,

Ann Kelly, Laura Kozel, Danielle Presuto, Annie Schulenburg and
Stefan White joined 325 of the top high school singers in the state and
performed at the NJEA Convention on Friday NovemBearti again

at NJPAC on Sunday November™ 6Congratulations to each of

them.
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A Cappella Choir prepares for
sgd b gnkhmf

Please join us at the following performances:

December 1 at 7:45 p.m.

St. James Rosary & Altar Society
December 3 at 7:00 p.m.

Strolling the Bridgewater Mall
December 8 at 10:30 a.m.

Ridge Oak Senior Center
December 9 at 7:30 p.m.

Bishop James Methodist Church
December 11 at 6:30 p.m.

Hotel Indigo

Previously The Inn at Somerset Hills
December 12 from 46 p.m.

Somerville Caroling Festival

United Reformed Church

Main Street, Somerville
December 16 at 6:30 p.m.

The Somerset Hills Hotel

Vhmsdqgqg Bgng k Bnm
The Winter Choral Concert will be held 9¥EDNESDAY December
17th at 7:00 p.m. in the Ridge High School Performing Arts Center.
Featured ensembles will include the Ridge Chorale, the A Cappella
Choir and the Concert Choir! The concert will conclude with the annual
alumni singO Holy Nighta nd t he Gr and Halielmjahl e ¢
Chorus accompanied by the Ridge High School Symphony Orchestra
under the direction of Jennifer Curran.
An evening not to be missed!

rd r

Barbara Retzko,
Choral Director



